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INTRODUCTION 
Year 10 students have been working through a range of materials with regards to course 
selection, with their Form Teacher. The initial phase of course selection will involve parents and 
students using “Subject Selection Online” (SSO). A link to SSO can be found below – click on the 
icon. 

 

Click on the icon to enter the SSO website for Duncraig Senior High School 

Students who require further information or who wish to select courses for which they 
are NOT recommended will be directed to book an appointment.  There are also many other 
people who are willing to help students - parents, course teachers, Year 10 Coordinator , Heads of 
Learning Areas, Teachers in Charge of Learning Areas , VET and Careers Coordinator (Ms 
Marcon) and Senior School Coordinator (Ms Baker).  Students and/or parents who wish to discuss 
their future career or educational plans should make an appointment with Ms Marcon as soon as 
possible. 

For students in Year 11, courses available will be Year 11 General (previously 
Stage 1 courses) or Year 11 ATAR (previously Stage 2 or Stage 3 courses). 

When choosing courses, students should aim to select those which they will enjoy, 
need for a career or further study and for which they have the recommended 
background. Heads of Learning will have also determined whether students are 
recommended for their courses. These recommendations will largely be based on 
exam and class performance. This data will also be embedded within the Subject 
Selection Online (SSO) website and will form an essential role in guiding students 
through the course selection process. Students who have been recommended for 
a course will receive a “Green Traffic Light” in the SSO. Those who have not been recommended 
will receive a “Red Traffic Light”. Those students wishing to proceed with courses for which they 
are not recommended will be required to complete a “Course Disclaimer”. This process will involve 
students working with the Associate Principal (Mr Goyder) , Senior School Coordinator (Ms Baker) 
and Learning Areas to reach the required standard. 

It is important that every student understands that the work in upper school is 
more difficult and more complex than in lower school.  Students will need to 
develop good study habits, be well organized and to take increased responsibility 
for their learning with the support of their parents and teachers.  Each ATAR course 
will require a minimum of 2 ½ - 3 hours per week of home study, giving a total 
time for all courses of at least 15-18 hours per week. General courses will require a 
minimum of 1 hour per course per week

https://sso.countrynet.net.au/?school=w38dc�
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Planning for Success 

You have to plan to be successful. It does not just happen – no matter how clever you are! All 
Senior School students are expected to constantly refer to the document – “Senior School 
Success Made Simple”. Below is an extract of the first page but the best way to use this guide is to 
download the digital version from the Senior School Bulletin Board (SSBB). You can download this 
from the link below: 

Open the Senior School Success Planner 

 

Compulsory Leaving Age 
It is government policy that students must be in full-time education, training or appropriate 
employment until the end of the year in which the child reaches the age of 17 years and six 
months or the child reaches the age of 18 years (whichever happens first). 

Students must inform the school if they intend to leave school before the end of compulsory 
education. The school will send student details to the West Coast District Education Office where 
government officers will maintain contact with the student until the compulsory education age has 
been reached. 

School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) 
The School Curriculum and Standards Authority of Western Australia develops and accredits 
courses for Year 11 and Year 12 and provides for the certification of student achievement. Their 
website can be located at - www.scsa.wa.edu.au 

http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/Downloads/support/Senior%20School%20Success%20Made%20Simple.pdf
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/Downloads/support/Senior%20School%20Success%20Made%20Simple.pdf
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/Downloads/support/Senior School Success Made Simple.pdf�
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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WHEN MAKING YOUR CHOICES 
 

 

 

 

 

BE REALISTIC……. and honest 
 

             Do not think that: 
 

• Your study habits will miraculously change over the holidays. 

 

• You have always hated Science but next year you are going to love Chemistry. 

 

• You can ignore your past results in courses you intend to continue with next year. 

 

• You will be able to manage and like a course that someone else has chosen for you. 

 

• You will like a course because your best friend is doing it. 

 

• You should choose a course because you think a particular teacher will be teaching it. 

 

• You should choose a course because you have heard it is easy. 

 

• You don’t have to bother to think now because you can always change your mind later. 

 

• You hate Chemistry but because it is a pre-requisite for your chosen career everything will be 
OK. 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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• You can ignore entry requirements and kid yourself that you will cross that bridge later. 

 

• You should choose a course based on how the final mark will be scaled for University entry. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know …………………… 
That the minimum ATAR for ANY University is now 70! This means that you have to succeed in 
every ATAR course. You can get into certain University Courses without doing a full ATAR 
program? Find out about Portfolio and University Preparation Course entry. 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Pathways and planning for 2017 
When planning for your courses, there are 3 broad categories. Please note – You DO NOT have 
to do an ATAR course to attain University entry. 

 

Enrolment Process (Year 10 student selecting courses for Year 11, 2017) 
The enrolment process used to help students select appropriate courses consists of a number of 
stages : 

1. Individual teachers will speak to classes about specific courses. 

2. Form Teachers will introduce students to career decision making. They will lead students 
though the course handbook and course selection process. This information has been put 
onto SEQTA for students to access. 

3. Year 10 parents and students will access the Subject Selection Online 
(SSO) website to select courses for 2017. You can access this site by 
clicking on the icon. 

https://sso.countrynet.net.au/?school=w38dc�
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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4.  A pin number can be attained at the site as per the graphic. 

 

5. Year 10 students who select courses for which they are not recommended or who require 
further information will be directed at the SSO website to book an interview time with a 
member of the Administration team. 

6. Open Reporting Day Thursday 30th June - Semester 1 Reports issued. 

7. Career Expo – Library – Open Reporting Day – Thursday 30th June 11 am – 3.30 pm 

8. Year 10-11 Parent/ Student Information Evening , Tuesday, 19th July 

9. Individual counselling begins in Week 2, Term 3 – course selection decided. 

10. Term 4 : Review of course selections based on Semester 2 reports where necessary. 

11. Term 3 – Alternative Pathways into University Student/ Parent Information Evening, 
Thursday  25th August 

Note – For Year 11 students selecting courses for Year 12 (2017) 

• Year 11 students selecting Year 12 courses for 2017 will NOT use this process described 
above. 

• Year 11 courses will roll over to the appropriate Year 12 courses. 

• Students will then be given the opportunity to change courses at the end of this year by 
making an appointment with the Senior School Coordinator (Ms Baker) or Associate 
Principal (Mr. Goyder). 

• Students who are not passing courses will also be counselled by the Senior School Team 
before the end of the year or just after the Semester 2 Examination period. 

• Year 11 students who do not meet the Achievement Standards will be moved into 
appropriate courses. Parents will be informed and will have the right of appeal by making 
an appointment with the Associate Principal Senior School. 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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 THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (WACE) 
 

Please refer to the pamphlet “Year 10 – Information Handbook”. You will find 
this at the SSBB or by clicking on the pamphlet cover page to your left. 

This handbook contains information for students currently enrolled in Year 10. 
It is designed to provide a reference point for studies in Year 11 and Year 12 
and, in particular, for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE).  

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is awarded to 
secondary school students who satisfy its requirements.  Students will usually complete two years 
of senior secondary study after which they are awarded their WACE. 

Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) Requirements for 2017 and beyond 

General requirements  
Students must:  

• demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a minimum standard of numeracy as 
demonstrated by the completion of the OLNA 

• complete a minimum of 20 units or equivalents as described below  

• complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses (excluding unacceptable combinations) or 
complete* a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification. Note: the partial completion of a Certificate 
III or higher VET qualification may meet this requirement according to predetermined criteria.  

*Note: In the context of VET in the WACE, the term ‘complete’ requires that a student has been 
deemed competent in all units that make up a full qualification.  

Note: 

If students DO NOT meet the literacy and numeracy standard by the time they exit secondary 
school, they can apply to the Authority to re-sit the assessment. 

ALL students (whether they achieve the WACE or not) will receive a Western Australian Statement 
of Student Achievement- a record of all courses and/or programs completed. 

Breadth and depth  
Students must: 

• complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent. This requirement must include at least:  

o a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent  

o two completed Year 11 units from an English course and one pair of completed Year 12 units 
from an English course  

o one pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (arts/languages/social sciences) and List B 
(mathematics/science/technology).  

http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/Downloads/Download_2017/Course_Selection_2017/Year-10-information-booklet-2016.pdf�
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Achievement standard  
Students must achieve 14 C grades (or equivalents, see below) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, 
including at least six C grades in Year 12 units (or equivalents). Note – At Duncraig Senior High 
School our units are studied concurrently.  

This means that students must attain a minimum of 4 C grades in Year 11 and 3 C grades in Year 
12 to attain WACE. 

Unit equivalence  
Unit equivalence can be obtained through VET qualifications and/or endorsed programs. The 
maximum unit equivalence available through these programs is eight units – four Year 11 units 
and four Year 12 units. Students may obtain unit equivalence as follows:  

• up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET qualifications, or  

• up to four unit equivalents through completion of endorsed programs, or  

• up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of VET qualifications and endorsed programs, 
but with endorsed programs contributing no more than four unit equivalents.  

For VET qualifications:  
• a Certificate I is equivalent to two Year 11 units  

• a Certificate II is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units  

• a Certificate III or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and four Year 12 units  

• a partially completed Certificate III or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units  

Examinations and Compulsory Tasks 
An externally set task (EST) is conducted for every General course in Year 12. The EST is 
compulsory for all students enrolled in Units 3 and 4. All ESTs are set by the Authority.  

Students who are enrolled in Year 12 ATAR courses (Units 3 and 4) will be required to sit the 
ATAR course examination in that course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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LIST A and LIST B Courses offered for Year 12, 2017 

Year 12 students must choose at least one course from each of the lists below. 

LIST A 

DRA      Drama 

ECO Economics 

ENG English 

FRE French 

GEO Geography  

LIT  Literature 

MED   Media 

HIM  Modern History 

PAL    Politics and Law 

VAR  Visual Arts 

WPL   Workplace Learning/ Career and 
Enterprise 

LIST B 

ACF   Accounting and Finance 

AIT      Applied Information Technology 

BIO      Biology 

CHE  Chemistry 

CSC  Computer Science 

FST  Food Science and Technology 

HBS  Human Biology 

ISC  Integrated Science  

MAT   Mathematics  

MDT   Materials Design Technology 

PHY   Physics 

PES   Physical Education Studies 

PSY   Psychology

OED   Outdoor Education 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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TrainingWA (Technical & Further Education in WA) 
TAFEWA offer courses for vocational education and training, apprenticeships and traineeships, 
support for workplace learning and courses for business and industry. To gain entry into TAFEWA, 
applicants need to meet the entrance requirements for the chosen course.  Where a course is 
deemed to be competitive, applicants are required to meet both the entrance requirements and 
selection criteria.  Selection criteria will focus on secondary education achievement, skill 
development, previous qualifications and workplace learning (paid or unpaid). 

Courses that require selection criteria to be met will clearly indicate this below the entrance 
requirement information. 

Benchmarks for competitive courses are based on Communication Skills (English) and 
Mathematics – students intending to go to TAFEWA are advised to include at least one 
mathematics course in Year 11 or 12. 

Basic skills   Developed skills Well developed skills   Highly developed skills  

Sample benchmarks are as follows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Selection Criteria Maximum score = 100 points 

• Qualification 
Pathway
 Maximum 
score = 29 points 

• School Grades 
(the maximum of 
7 points is for an 
A grade in a Year 
12 Stage 3 unit) 

 

 

 

Students who are interested in applying for TAFEWA courses are strongly advised to access the 
latest information using the following links. 

• Training WA http://www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au/trainingwa/detcms/portal/ . 

• TAFEWA Skills Calculator : http://tasonline.tafe.wa.edu.au/reckoner/  

Students will find detailed information on these websites, but if more information or clarification is 
needed, then contact: 

The Career Centre 

7 GPO Building, 3 Forrest Place, Perth 6000 

Freecall: 13 23 98  or  08 9224 6500 

Email:     career.centre@dtwd.wa.gov.au  

Web:       http://www.careercentre.dtwd.wa.gov.au/   

APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 
 

Students can begin a training qualification in Years 11 and 12 at the same time as completing the 
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) through one of three programs: School Based 
Apprenticeship, School Based Traineeship or Pre-Apprenticeships in School (PAIS). Students 
generally attend school for four days plus one day in the workplace or one day at a registered 
training organization. 

Apprenticeships and traineeships combine practical experience at work with structured training 
that leads to a nationally recognized qualification.   

http://www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au/trainingwa/detcms/portal/
http://tasonline.tafe.wa.edu.au/reckoner/
mailto:career.centre@dtwd.wa.gov.au
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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If students are interested in technical trades such as bricklaying or cabinet making, then they could 
consider an apprenticeship.  Traineeships are usually in non-trade areas such as hospitality, 
business, manufacturing and health.  

School Based Apprenticeships: 
School based apprenticeships allow students in Years 11 and 12 to start an apprenticeship while 
still at school. Apprentices enter into a contract with an employer who teaches all aspects of a 
trade.  Apprenticeships are structured programs where students learn on the job and attend off the 
job training at TAFEWA. 

School Based Traineeships: 
School based traineeships allow students in Years 11 and 12 to develop skills and get paid while 
they prepare for a career in the workforce.  Students work towards secondary graduation and an 
industry recognized qualification. 

Students enter into a legally binding contract between the employer, the student and 
parent/guardian to complete the traineeship. 

Trainees enter into a contract with an employer in order to gain hands-on skills and work 
experience while earning a wage.   

Pre-Apprenticeships in School (PAIS): 
PAIS is a program for students in Years 11 and 12 who are considering an apprenticeship after 
finishing school.  This program allows students to complete an industry recognized qualification 
and work placement.  When students successfully complete the program, they can enter into a 
school based, full-time or part-time apprenticeship and gain credit for that training. 

School Aboriginal Based Training: 
Aboriginal School Based Training helps students start an apprenticeship or traineeship whilst 
attending school. 

As an apprentice or trainee, students are employed by a group training organisation which places 
them with host employers.  Students spend time in the workplace with the host employers and 
also train with a training provider. Students are paid and gain skills for the real world. 

Find out more by going to:  http://www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au/apprenticentre/detcms/portal/  

 

 
 

http://www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au/apprenticentre/detcms/portal/
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
This information is current as of May 2017 - up-to-date information is available on the TISC 
website at https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/home.tisc  

Note - You can also download a copy of the documents “University Admission 2017” or “University 
Admission 2019” from the Senior School Bulletin Board (see the Senior School Course Selection 
Support Materials for 2017.) Note – some of these publications are not yet available at the time of 
writing. 

To be considered for university admission as a school leaver, an applicant must -  

• meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) as 
prescribed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority , 

• achieve competence in English as prescribed by the individual universities,  

• obtain a sufficiently high Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for entry to a particular 
university course and  

• satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.  

Alternate pathways to university 
Four of the WA universities have entry options for non-ATAR students or ATAR students who do not achieve the 
minimum ATAR required. For details of these options, contact the individual university or visit the following websites. 

Curtin University 

http://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/school-leavers/how-to-get-in/flexible-entry-pathways/ 

Edith Cowan University (ECU)  

http://www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/school-leavers/how-to-get-into-ecu/entry-pathways 

Murdoch University 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students/Domestic-students/Non-school-leavers/How-to-get-into-
Murdoch/Alternative-entry-pathways/ 

Notre Dame University 

http://www.nd.edu.au/nav-future-students/alternative-pathways  

 

University Application Procedures 
Information about applying to the universities and admission to undergraduate courses will be sent to Year 
12 students at their schools in August. 

Parent / Student Information Evenings will be held for the following – Please see the Senior School 
Calendar (2017) – This will be published early in 2017 and published at the SSBB at the end of this 
year. 

https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/home.tisc
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2011.html#secondary_graduation#secondary_graduation
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2011.html#Competence#Competence
http://www.tisc.edu.au/tiscguide/SLAR2011.html#prerequisites#prerequisites
http://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/school-leavers/how-to-get-in/flexible-entry-pathways/
http://www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/school-leavers/how-to-get-into-ecu/entry-pathways
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students/Domestic-students/Non-school-leavers/How-to-get-into-Murdoch/Alternative-entry-pathways/
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students/Domestic-students/Non-school-leavers/How-to-get-into-Murdoch/Alternative-entry-pathways/
http://www.nd.edu.au/nav-future-students/alternative-pathways
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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• TISC Application Process  
• Alternate Entry Pathways to University  

Any further information about application procedures may be obtained from TISC. Enquiries about 
mid-year entry, external studies and particular course requirements should be directed to the 
university concerned. 

Applications need to be made through TISC when the applicant is:  

• an Australian citizen, 

• a New Zealand citizen,  

•  approved/granted Australian permanent resident status.  

International students do not fit these categories and will need to apply directly to the International 
Office at the relevant university. 

prhttp://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/admission-req-sleaver.tiscEDUCATION SITES 

CAREERS AND EDUCATION SITES   
The information gained from the following list of websites may help students determine their post-
school options. 

Duncraig Senior High School Careers webpage –  

http://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/careers/ 

Apprenticeships and Traineeships 

http://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/employeesandstudents/apprenticeshipoffice/Pages/default.aspx 

Australian Defence Force Academy 

www.defencejobs.gov.au   

Australia wide job search 

www.jobsearch.gov.au 

 

Career, employment, training information in Western Australia 

http://www.futureskillswa.wa.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx 

Career Centre 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/admission-req-sleaver.tisc
http://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/careers/
http://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/employeesandstudents/apprenticeshipoffice/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/
http://www.jobsearch.gov.au/
http://www.futureskillswa.wa.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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http://www.careercentre.dtwd.wa.gov.au/   

Career research 

www.careersonline.com.au 

https://studentedge.com.au/home 

Centrelink 

www.centrelink.gov.au 

Curtin University 

http://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/school-leavers/  

Edith Cowan University 

http://www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/year-12s/overview  

Murdoch University 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students/Domestic-students/  

My Future 

www.myfuture.edu.au 

TAFEWA course information 

North Metropolitan TAFE :  

http://www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/ 

 

South Metropolitan TAFE:  

http://www.southmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/ 

South Regional TAFE :  

http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/ 

NorthRegional TAFE  

http://www.northregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/ 

Central Regional TAFE 

 

http://www.centralregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/ 

 

Tertiary Institutions Services Centre 

www.tisc.edu.au 

University of Notre Dame  

http://www.careercentre.dtwd.wa.gov.au/
http://www.careersonline.com.au/
https://studentedge.com.au/home
http://www.centrelink.gov.au/
http://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/school-leavers/
http://www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/year-12s/overview
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students/Domestic-students/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/
http://www.southmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/
http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/
http://www.northregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/
http://www.centralregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/
http://www.tisc.edu.au/
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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www.nd.edu.au 

University of Western Australia 

www.studyat.uwa.edu.au 

Vacancies Australia wide 

www.seek.com.au. 

Western Australian Government  

http://wa.gov.au/governmentservices/educationtraining/  

http://www.nd.edu.au/
http://admissions.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.seek.com.au/
http://wa.gov.au/governmentservices/educationtraining/
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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STANDARD PREREQUISITES TO STUDY TERTIARY (ATAR) COURSES IN YEAR 11 2017 
ATAR Courses 

(Year 11) 

Year 10 Course 

General/ SBAE/ Extension 

Grade Adjusted* 
Exam 
Score 

Accounting and Finance Mathematics B 65% 

Applied Information 
Technology 

English B 65% 

Biology Science B 60% 

Chemistry Science B 65% 

Computer Science Mathematics C 65% 

Drama English B 60% 

Economics HASS B 65% 

English English B 65% 

Literature English B 70% 

French French 

English 

Students studying French should also 
be studying ATAR English 

B 

B 

65% 

65% 

Geography HASS (General) B 65% 

Human Biology Science B 60% 

Modern History HASS 

Note – Modern History students must 
also be studying: 

Year 11 ATAR English 

B 65% 

Physics Science B 65% 

Psychology Science B 60% 

Politics & Law HASS B 65% 

Physical Education 
Studies 

Science 

Physical Education 

B 

B 

60% 

60% 

Visual Art English B 65% 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Year 10 Art B 

Mathematics 

APPLICATIONS 

Year 10 General Mathematics 

Note – All GAT/ SBAE/ Extension 
students can select Applications. 

C 65% 

Mathematics 

METHODS 

Year 10 GAT/ SBAE 

Year 10 Extension (must sit GAT/ 
SBAE exam) 

B 

B 

65% 

65% 

Mathematics 

SPECIALIST 

Year 10 GAT/ SBAE/ Extension B 75% 

Please note that these prerequisites will be displayed under the information for each of the 
courses. Please look for the green traffic light ……… 

Students will need to achieve these prerequisites to be given a “green light” in the Subject 
Selection Online. If students have a green light they will be able to select the course. If they have a 
red traffic light they will not be able to select the course. A student wishing to select a course for 
which they have a red light will need to make an appointment with a counsellor. 

*Adjusted Exam Score

Heads of Learning Area in English, Mathematics, Science and HASS will use adjusted exam 
scores. This process involves aligning raw exam scores with the standards required for success 
in that course. This adjustment process means that the cut-offs above can be used consistently 
from year to year and take into account variability in both the student cohort and exam standard. 

For further information on the exam adjustment process please see Mr. Hill, Mr. Goyder or the 
relevant Head of Learning Area.  

Green light = student meets 
prerequisites – can select course 

Red light = student DOES NOT 
meet prerequisites for success. 
Appointment required 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Year 11 Courses 2017 
Note – If you are viewing the digital version (PDF file), then you can click on each of the courses below to 
navigate to the relevant page within the document. 

TERTIARY (ATAR) COURSES 
Click on the course you require 

(All courses are Units 1 & 2) 

GENERAL/ VET COURSES 
Click on the course you require 

State Training 
Providers(TAFEWA) /APPRENTICESHIP/ 

  Accounting and Finance 

Applied Information Technology 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Computer Science 

Drama 

Economics 

English 

French 

Geography 

Human Biology 

Literature 

Mathematics Applications 

Mathematics Methods 

Mathematics Specialists 

Modern History 

Physical Education Studies 

Physics 

Political & Legal Studies 

Psychology 

Visual Art 

Drama 
English 
Food Science Technology 
Integrated Science 
Materials Design Technology (Wood) 
Mathematics Essential 
Outdoor Education 
Psychology 
Visual Art 
Certificate II Automotive Voc. Preparation 
Certificate II Business 
Certificate II Community  Services-Child care 
Certificate II Dancing 
Certificate II Information, Digital Media 
and Technology/ *AIT (General Units 1&2) 
*Combined  with course AIT Unit 1&2 will be taught in Year 11

 Certificate II in Creative Industries (Media)
Certificate II Music 
Certificate II Sport & Recreation 
Certificate II Technical Graphics 
Certificate II Tourism 
Workplace Learning Endorsed/ Careers &  
Enterprise (combined course) 

  

 Note – Students may only attempt a max of 2 
Certificate courses OR 1 Certificate course with WPL. 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
ogoyder
Typewritten Text
For course information - click on the course title below
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ATAR (Tertiary Entry)  COURSES 

Year 11 – ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE  (Units 1&2)  – ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Mathematics – B grade / Exam 65% 

Course Description –  
Accounting & Finance is one of the few courses 
which provides students with the opportunity of 
developing immediate employable skills as well 
as essential financial life skills.  

Accountants enjoy of the most highly regarded careers in the business world today with 
opportunities  which have arisen though globalisation, the introduction of the GST and and the 
implementation of new tax laws. Careers possibilities are very diverse and range from dealing with 
personal  finances as a financial planner or advisor, dealing with business tax, investigating fraud 
as a forensic accountant, to be being an analyst on Wall Street! 

The focus of Accounting and Finance  is to apply knowledge and understanding of financial 
principles, systems and institutions to manage financial information and make decisions in a 
variety of contexts. 

o Students  will  develop  an understanding  of the  rationale for  the  use  of  
particular conventions  and principles and the consequences of disregarding them 

o They will record and process financial information in a variety of ways and 
contexts and produce and analyse reports for a small service business. 

o Students will learn about the various forms of business organisation that may be 
adopted by a small business. 

o Students will examine and evaluate some of the ways government regulates and 
controls business activities. 

According to the Australian Government careers website, average weekly earnings for those in 
the financial sector are often 20% higher than many occupations. You can work for any size 
business straight from school or go to TAFE or university and complete: 

• Certificate III in Bookkeeping and Accounts (Clerical) 

• Certificate IV in Financial Services leading to entry to University.  

Completing Accounting and Finance (ATAR) provides an excellent ground for the first year 
Accounting unit at University. 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Accounting and Finance students are also eligible to apply for cadetships with companies such 
as Price Waterhouse Coopers.   Duncraig has had several successful applicants who have 
enjoyed working whilst completing their university degree. 

 
Accounting is a must for the discerning student who wants to be financially astute in life matters.  

Course Assessment 
Tests – 50% 

Project – 10% 

Examination – 40% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – 
Accounting and Finance Year 12- ATAR 

Additional information about this course – 
 

Vocational opportunities: After completing Stage 2, students would have adequate skills to apply 
for an Accounts Clerk, Level 1 or 2 in any industry. 

Students would also be eligible to apply for a Certificate IV in Booking at TAFEWA 

This nationally recognised qualification meets the educational requirements for BAS AGENT 
REGISTRATION. 

Additional Costs –  
No additional costs 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Year 11 – APPLIED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  (Units 1&2)  – ATAR 
 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  

English – B grade / Exam 65% 

NB- Students should also be studying English (ATAR) 

  

Course Description – 
The course is intended primarily for students seeking 
University entry where substantial computer application skills 
are required. Information and Communication  Technologies 
(ICT) are rapidly changing the way we live and work in Australia. They affect the 

nature of communication, and lifestyle 
decisions. Almost every area of employment 
requires some understanding and use of ICT 
for greater productivity and creativity. 

Every school graduate needs to be capable of 
using ICT in their personal, and future 
professional lives. This course aims to address 
that need. 

Students build their understanding of ICT products and the way they affect society. 
Communication and software application skills are expanded through investigations which require 
a range of digital solutions. For example:  websites, interactive digital presentation, e-zines, 
animations, databases and more. Industry standard software is used. 

Students gain essential life and work skills in problem solving, time management and 
communications skills while working both independently and collaboratively on investigations. 

This course provides an excellent general grounding in ICT skills necessary for future study 
aspirations and professional lives. 

Course Assessment – 
Project: 40% 

Short answer: 15% 

Extended answers: 15% 

Examinations: 30% 

 

This course leads to 
 –Applied Information Technology ATAR Year 12 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Additional information about this course 
A strong work ethic is required for this course. 
 
This course provides essential IT skills necessary for university. This includes the development of 
skills in :  

• spreadsheet software 

• word processing software 

• presentation software 

• multimedia software 

• personal communication software 

• collaborative management software 

• browser software 

• web authoring software 

 

Additional Costs – 
No additional costs 

Year 11 BIOLOGY (Units 1&2)  – ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Science B grade / Exam 60% 

Course Description –  
Biology is the study of the fascinating diversity of life as it 
has evolved and as it interacts and functions. Investigation 
of biological systems and their interactions, from cellular 
processes to ecosystem dynamics, has led to biological 
knowledge and understanding that enable us to explore 
and explain everyday observations, find solutions to 
biological issues, and understand the processes of 
biological continuity and change over time. 

Living systems are all interconnected and interact at a variety of spatial and temporal scales, from 
the molecular level to the ecosystem level. Investigation of living systems involves classification of 
key components within the system, and analysis of how those components interact, particularly 
with regard to the movement of matter and the transfer and transformation of energy within and 
between systems. Analysis of the ways living systems change over time involves understanding of 
the factors that impact on the system, and investigation of system mechanisms to respond to 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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internal and external changes and ensure continuity of the system. The theory of evolution by 
natural selection is critical to explaining these patterns and processes in biology, and underpins 
the study of all living systems. 

Australian, regional and global communities rely on the biological sciences to understand, address 
and successfully manage environmental, health and sustainability challenges facing society in the 
twenty-first century. These include the biosecurity and resilience of ecosystems, the health and 
well-being of organisms and their populations, and the sustainability of biological resources. 
Students use their understanding of the interconnectedness of biological systems when evaluating 
both the impact of human activity and the strategies proposed to address major biological 
challenges now and in the future in local, national and global contexts. 

This course explores ways in which scientists work collaboratively and individually in a range of 
integrated fields to increase understanding of an ever-expanding body of biological knowledge. 
Students develop their investigative, analytical and communication skills through field, laboratory 
and research investigations of living systems and through critical evaluation of the development, 
ethics, applications and influences of contemporary biological knowledge in a range of contexts. 

Course Assessment - 
Science Inquiry, Practical & Investigation = 30% 

Extended Response = 10% 

Tests = 20% 

Examinations = 40% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Biology  ATAR Year 12 

Additional information about this course – 
Many career opportunities exist in the Biological area including: 
parks and botanical gardens, zoos, ecotourism, viticulture, 
forestry, agriculture, aquaculture, quarantine, veterinary 
medicine, forensic biology, biotechnology, Government fields 
and research institutions. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions $100.00 

Competition $10.00 

UWA Microscope $20.00 

AQWA & Star Swamp $20.00 

 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Year 11 CHEMISTRY (Units 1& 2) -  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

 Science B grade/ Exam 65% 
 

Course Description –  
Chemistry is the study of materials and substances and the 
transformations they undergo through interactions and the 
transfer of energy. Chemists can use an understanding of 
chemical structures and processes to adapt, control and 
manipulate systems to meet particular economic, 
environmental and social needs. This includes addressing 
the global challenges of climate change and security of water, food and energy supplies, and 
designing processes to maximise the efficient use of Earth’s finite resources. Chemistry develops 
students' understanding of the key chemical concepts and models of structure, bonding, and 
chemical change, including the role of chemical, electrical and thermal energy. Students learn how 
models of structure and bonding enable chemists to predict properties and reactions and to adapt 
these for particular purposes. Students explore key concepts and models through active inquiry 
into phenomena and through contexts that exemplify the role of chemistry and chemists in society. 
Students design and conduct qualitative and quantitative investigations both individually and 
collaboratively. They investigate questions and hypotheses, manipulate variables, analyse data, 
evaluate claims, solve problems and develop and communicate evidence-based arguments and 
models. Thinking in chemistry involves using differing scales, including  
macro, micro and nano-scales; using specialised representations such as chemical symbols and 
equations; and being creative when designing new materials or models of chemical systems. The 
study of chemistry provides a foundation for undertaking investigations in a wide range of scientific 
fields and often provides the unifying link across interdisciplinary studies.  

Some of the major challenges and opportunities facing Australia and the Asia-Pacific region at the 
beginning of the twenty-first century are inextricably associated with chemistry. Issues of 
sustainability on local, national and global levels are, and will continue to be, tackled by the 
application of chemical knowledge using a range of technologies. These include issues such as 
the supply of clean drinking water, efficient production and use of energy, management of mineral 
resources, increasing acidification of the oceans, and climate change.  

Studying Chemistry provides students with a suite of skills and 
understandings that are valuable to a wide range of further study 
pathways and careers. An understanding of chemistry is relevant to a 
range of careers, including those in forensic science, environmental 
science, engineering, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and sports 
science. Additionally, chemistry knowledge is valuable in occupations 
that rely on an understanding of materials and their interactions, such 
as art, winemaking, agriculture and food technology. Some students 
will use this course as a foundation to pursue further studies in 
chemistry, and all students will become more informed citizens, able 
to use chemical knowledge to inform evidence-based decision making 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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and engage critically with contemporary scientific issues. 

Course Assessment –  
Outline the major breakdown of assessment only:  

Science Enquiry = 25% 

Extended Response = 10% 

Tests = 15% 

Examinations = 50% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to –  

Chemistry  ATAR Year 12 

Additional information about this course – 
This course is relevant (and often essential) for tertiary bound students who wish to follow 
scientific, engineering or related vocations such as medicine, nursing, physiotherapy and dentistry. 

Chemistry is listed as being a pre-requisite for more university courses than any other course. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions  $50 

Competitions  $20 

Calculator (HP30S or equivalent – buy from school) $20 

Equivalent Calculator 

Functions –Scientific, non-programmable, solves linear & quadratic equations.  You cannot use 
classpads (from Mathematics) in Science classes, tests and examinations. 

Year 11 COMPUTER SCIENCE (Units 1&2) -  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Mathematics –  B grade/ Exam 65% 

Course Description 
The course is intended primarily for students seeking 
University entry,  or  for  students  seeking  careers  
requiring  a  computer science background 

 

Students will be able to identify the internal components of 
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a computer and hardware and software recommendations in an industry context. Students using 
diagrammatic tools to solve a variety of industry-based problems. Through the use of spread 
sheets and programming languages students will develop programming skills used in several 
University courses. 

Students will also be introduced to networking concepts applied in industry and will examine a 
variety of such systems, create a network and learn database and Internet skills. Students learn 
how databases are structured and how communication technologies are used in industry. Topics 
covered include: 

• Managing data 

• Systems analysis and development 

• Programming 

• Developing software 

• Networks and communication 

Course Assessment  
Project  = 40%  
Theory Test = 20% 

Practical Test =10%  
Examination  = 30% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

Additional information about this course 
A strong work ethic is required for this course. 

Additional Costs 
None 
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Year 11 DRAMA (Units 1&2) -  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course – 

English – B grade/ Exam 60% 

Course Description –  
DRAMA ATAR (Year 11) is a challenging and rewarding course, ideal for students who would like 
to use a Drama subject for their university entry score (ATAR) in Year 12. In Unit 1, 
representational and realistic drama forms and styles are covered. Techniques of characterisation, 
particularly those of Stanislavski are examined. The emphasis is on scripted work and script 
writing. In Unit 2, presentational or non-realist drama is studied. Texts that challenged 
conventions, dramatic structure and styles of performance are covered. 

In both semesters the role of the actor, as well as a range of non-acting roles such as directors, 
designers and dramaturges are also explored. 

The Drama course focuses on drama in practice and aesthetic understanding as students 
integrate their knowledge and skills. They engage in drama processes such as improvisation, play 
building, text interpretation, play-writing and dramaturgy which allow them to create original drama 
and interpret a range of texts written or devised by others. Their work in this course includes 
production and design aspects involving sets, costumes, makeup, props, promotional materials, 
stage management, front-of-house activities, and sound and lighting. Increasingly, students use 
new technologies such as digital sound and multimedia. They present drama to a range of 
audiences and work in different performance settings.  

 

 

Course Assessment –  
The DRAMA ATAR (Year 11) course is delivered in two semesterised units: Unit 1 – 
Representational Drama and Unit 2 – Presentational Drama. For each unit, the assessment types 
and weightings are structured as follows: 

Performance and Production             40% 

Response      40% 

Written Exam     10% 

Practical Exam     10% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to –  
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Students will continue the DRAMA ATAR course in Year 12, leading to an external written and 
practical exam. 

Additional information about this course – 
The DRAMA ATAR course develops skills and abilities that other subjects rarely address. Drama 
offers an enjoyable grounding in the eight key employability skills which are valued in the 
workplace including:  

• Communication 

• Team work as well as an ability 
to work independently  

• Problem solving   

• Initiative and enterprise 

• Planning and organising  

• Self-management 

• Learning 

• Technology skills 

 

Many personal attributes are developed particularly well in the Drama environment such as: 
commitment, enthusiasm, positive self esteem, sense of humour, ability to deal with pressure, 
motivation and adaptability. 

Additional Costs –  
Students will need to attend a minimum of two professional theatre performances outside of 
school hours as part of this course. Tickets typically range from $18 to $70.  

Year 11 ECONOMICS (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course –  
 

 Humanities and Social Science B grade/ Exam 65% 

Course Outline -  
The emphasis of Year 11 Economics is on understanding the 
workings of real world markets that are relevant to students, 
such as Whitford City, the teenage employment market and 
the school canteen! This course is an introduction to the 
microeconomic theory of scarcity, choice, demand and supply, 
which is at the heart of all business activity.  It includes a basic 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/


33 

understanding of the factors that make our economy work and how to demonstrate changes using 
models.  Some very basic formulas are used to calculate values, analyse changes in variables 
and show the effect of actions by both consumers and producers. 

 

Students will explore the key role that markets play in 
determining the wellbeing of individuals and society, as well 
as how those markets fail.  The course also examines the 
difference between efficiency and equity, leading to 
government intervention to make it fairer.   

 
 Australia is a nation with abundant resources yet is in debt 
to the rest of the world.  It has a skilled and educated 

workforce yet imports many goods from overseas.  Australia has a social security system yet 
many people live in relative poverty.  These anomalies are examined, as are the causes and 
effects of economic growth, inflation, unemployment and the pattern of our trade with the rest of 
the world.  Current social issues, including global warming, poverty, aging, crime, health and 
education are used to demonstrate concepts and ensure that the study of economics remains 
relevant to students and their future.  

Course Assessment -  
Data Interpretation and Short Answer –  30% 

Extended Answer –    40% 

Examination –     30% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to -  

If this course is successfully completed, students may enrol in Year 12 ATAR Economics. 

Additional information about this course- 

Students are invited to attend ICCA Meet the Business Leaders’ Lunch, revision seminars and other 
functions provided by the various universities and business organisations in Perth. 

Additional Costs –  
Additional costs may be incurred due to excursions $30 
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Year 11 ENGLISH (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
English  B grade / Exam 65% 

Course Description  
The English ATAR course focuses on developing students’ 
analytical, creative, and critical thinking and communication skills 
in all language modes, encouraging students to critically engage 
with texts from their contemporary world, the past, and from 
Australian and other cultures. Through close study and wide 
reading, viewing and listening, students develop the ability to 
analyze and evaluate the purpose, stylistic qualities and 
conventions of texts and to enjoy creating imaginative, 

interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses in a range of written, oral, multimodal and digital 
forms.  

Course Assessment –  
Type of assessment Weighting 

Responding  

Types of assessment will involve tasks in which students comprehend, 
engage with, interpret, analyse, compare, contrast, reflect on, appreciate 
and evaluate a range of texts and text forms for a variety of purposes and 
audiences.  

Students can respond in a range of text forms including fiction and non-
fiction, media texts, multimodal and digital texts. 

35%–40% 

Creating  

Students create sustained imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts in 
a range of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

Students can create a range of text forms including fiction and non-fiction, 
media texts, multimodal and digital texts. 

35%–40% 

Examination  

The examination assesses work covered in the unit(s) completed, using 
questions requiring responses to texts and the creation of texts. The 
examination is typically conducted at the end of the semester and/or unit 
and reflects the examination design brief for this syllabus. In preparation 
for Unit 3 and Unit 4, the examination should reflect the examination 
design brief included in the English ATAR Year 12 syllabus for this course. 

20%–30% 
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This course leads to – Year 12 ATAR English 

Additional information about this course – 
The English ATAR course is designed to develop students’ facility with all types of texts and 
language modes and to foster an appreciation of the value of English for lifelong learning. 

Additional Costs – There are no additional costs 

Year 11 FRENCH (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisite- Application for Enrolment in a Language 
Course 
All students wishing to study a Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) language course are required to complete an 
application for permission to enrol in a WACE language course in 
the year prior to first enrolment in the course, to ensure that students 
select the course best suited to their linguistic background and 
educational needs. Information about the process, including an 
application form, is sent to schools at the end of Term 2.  

There are two courses offered:  

French Second Language ATAR and French Background Language 

Students should have achieved at least a ‘B’ grade in Year 10 French, and an examination 
score of 65% in English. Results from the University of York’s Languages Competence Test will 
also be taken into account. 

Course Description: French Second Language ATAR
    
Unit 1 C’est la vie! (That’s life!)  

My daily routine, French sports and leisure, and Leading a 
healthy lifestyle.  

Unit 2 Voyages (Travel)  

My travel tales and plans, Australia as a travel destination, and Travel in a modern world. 

Students extend their communication skills in French and gain a broader insight into the language 
and culture of France and francophone countries via selected literature texts, magazine and 
newspaper articles (including online), feature films, voice recordings, and modern music. Oral and 
written skills are developed, as well as aural and written comprehension.  

Culture is extended through various channels, including conversation practice with a French native 
speaker, interaction with visiting French students, and the opportunity to travel to France or 
Réunion Island. 
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 Course Assessment   
Details of assessments and examinations will be provided to 
students at the commencement of the course. 

This course leads to  

Year 12 French ATAR 

Course Description: French Background Language                                                      

More advanced in content and grammar. Leads to Stage 3. Very few students would qualify for 
this course.  

Career Possibilities 
With globalisation, the knowledge of another language is an acknowledged asset. French is the 
official language in 30 countries, and used in many more. It is an official language of the Olympic 
Games and the United Nations. 

Language Bonus for University Entry 
UWA, Curtin, Murdoch and Edith Cowan, along with many interstate universities, offer a 10% 
ATAR bonus to students taking a language in Year 12. This is added to the scaled score of the 
language mark. 

Additional Costs  
Film excursion to Joondalup Pines $20; French restaurant $45 

Year 11 GEOGRAPHY (Units 1&2)  -  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

 Humanities and Social Science B grade/ Exam 65% 

Course Description –  
Geography is the study of the environment, humans and the relationship between them. In an 
increasingly strained world this understanding forms the foundation for a wide range of career 
destinations and facilitates entry into a diverse range of tertiary courses. This course draws on 
student knowledge of the world, imagination, values, creativity and the ability to problem solve. 
The course consists of two units with mapping and practical skills integrated at all points of study. 
Geography encourages students to understand environmental impact on humans and how we 
respond. 

Unit 1 – Natural and ecological hazards 
This unit focuses on Natural and Ecological Hazards that threaten human 
life, health, economy and habitat.  Students focus on understanding how 
these hazards and their associated risks are perceived and managed at 
local, regional and global levels. Students explore natural hazards, this 
may include atmospheric, hydrological or geomorphic hazards, for 
example, storms, cyclones, tornadoes, frosts, droughts, bushfires, 
flooding, earthquakes, volcanoes and landslides. They will also explore 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/


37 

ecological hazards, for example, environmental diseases/pandemics (toxin-based respiratory 
ailments, infectious diseases, animal-transmitted diseases and water-borne diseases) and plant 
and animal invasions.                                     

                                                                         

Students will look at the impacts of one natural and one ecological hazard in depth, including the 
nature of the human response. In this process they will consider Disaster Planning and Mitigation, 
and, how effective this can be.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Unit 2 Global networks and interconnections 
In this unit, students explore the economic and cultural 
transformations taking place in the world – the spatial outcomes 
of these processes and their social and geopolitical 
consequences – that will enable them to better understand the 
dynamic nature of the world in which they live. This is a world in 
which advances in transport and telecommunications 
technologies have not only transformed global patterns of 
production and consumption but also facilitated the diffusion of 

ideas and elements of cultures. The unit explains how these advances in transport and 
communication technology have lessened the friction of distance and have impacted at a range of 
local, national and global scales. Cultural groups that may have been isolated in the early 
twentieth century are now linked across an interconnected world in which there is a ‘shrinking’ of 
time and space. Of particular interest are the ways in which people adapt and respond to these 
changes. 

 Students explore the changes taking place in the spatial 
distribution of the production and consumption of a 
selected commodity, good or service and the study of an 
example of cultural diffusion, adoption and adaptation. 
They also investigate the ways people embrace, adapt to, 
or resist the forces of international integration.                                                        

Course Assessment –  
As an ATAR course each semester will have an exam. Frequent assessment with online 
resourcing and feedback are part of the assessment structure. 

Elements of assessment will include; 

Geographical Inquiry - 20% 
Fieldwork - 20% 
Tests using data and understandings - 30% 
Examinations - 30% 
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – 

This course leads to Year 12 Geography (ATAR) 
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Additional information about this course – 
Students need to consider that this course includes a fieldwork component, which will include 
excursions and /or concert event (e.g. international artist). 

Students develop a range of skills that help them to understand the physical world, interpret the 
past, scrutinise the present, and explore sustainable strategies for the future care of places. The 
skills developed by Geography students are an integral part of future growth areas in the global 
economy. Career pathways include: Environmental Scientists, Environmental Engineers 
(biological or chemical), Urban Planners, Geographers/mapping technicians (including GIS 
specialists), Atmospheric scientists, Hydrologists, Petroleum Engineers, Geoscientists, Surveyors, 
Sociologists, Business Analysts and many more.  

Additional Costs –  
This course incurs the standard course charges as well as the following estimations; 

Excursions between $70 -  $90.00  

Year 11 HUMAN BIOLOGY (Units 1&2) -  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Science B grade/ Exam 60%  

Course Description –  
The Human Biology course gives students a chance to explore what it is to 
be human— how the human body works, the origins of human variation, 
inheritance in humans, the evolution of the human species and population 
genetics. Through their investigations, students research new discoveries 
that increase our understanding of human dysfunction, treatments and 
preventative measures. Practical tasks are an integral part of this course 
and develop a range of laboratory skills, for example, biotechnology 
techniques. Students learn to evaluate risks and benefits to make informed decisions about lifestyle 
and health topics such as diet, alternative medical treatments, use of chemical substances and the 
manipulation of fertility. Scientific evidence is used to make informed decisions about controversial 
issues, such as stem cell research, obesity and euthanasia. 

Course Assessment –  
Science Inquiry   = 20% 

Extended Response  = 15% 

Tests     = 25% 

Examinations   = 40% 
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Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Year 12 Human Biology ATAR 

Additional information about this course – 
Studying Human Biology is an advantage to students interested in Nursing, Physiotherapy, 
Science or Physical Education or Sports Science, Occupational Health, Medicine and Childcare. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions $50 

Competitions $20 

Year 11 LITERATURE (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

English B grade/ Exam 70% 

Course Description –  
In the Literature ATAR course, students learn to create readings of 
literary texts and to create their own texts, including essays, poems, short 
stories, plays and multimodal texts. Students engage with literary theory 
and study literary texts in great detail. Students learn to read texts in 
terms of their cultural, social and historical contexts; their values and 
attitudes; and their generic conventions and literary techniques. They 
enter the discourse about readings, reading practices and the possibility 
of multiple readings. Students learn to create texts paying attention to 
contexts, values and conventions. Students learn about literary language, 
narrative, image and the power of representation. Students experience 
the aesthetic and intellectual pleasure that reading and creating literary 
texts can bring.  

Course Assessment –  
Type of assessment Weighting 

Extended written response 

This can include analytical, discursive and reflective responses in a 
number of forms, for example, long essays, research assignments, feature 
articles or a collection of journal entries. 

10%–20% 

Short written response 

This can include analytical, discursive and reflective responses in a 
number of forms, for example, short essays, close readings, short 
responses to a series of questions or individual journal entries. 

30%–40% 
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Creative production of a literary text 

This can include writing in the three genres of poetry, prose fiction and 
drama, for example, poems, short stories, scripts or the production of 
multimodal texts that make use of literary conventions. 

10%–20% 

Oral  

This can include oral work in a number of forms, for example, speeches, 
tutorials, group discussions, panel discussions or performances such as 
role play or readers’ theatre. 

10%–20% 

Examination 

Typically conducted at the end of each semester and/or unit. In preparation 
for Unit 3 and Unit 4, the examination should reflect the examination 
design brief included in the ATAR Year 12 syllabus for this course.  

20%–30% 

 

This course leads to – Year 12 Literature - ATAR 

Additional information about this course – 
This course is designed for students who read extensively and have a love of 
literature. It would be suited to students who intend to study Literature, 
Journalism or a similar humanities subject at University.  

Additional Costs – No additional costs  

Year 11 - MATHEMATICS APPLICATIONS (Units 1&2)- ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  

General Mathematics C Grade/ Exam 65% 

Note: All GAT/ SBAE/ Extension students can select Applications 

Course Description –  
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each is 55 class contact hours. 

Unit 1  Contains the three topics: 

I. Consumer arithmetic 

II. Algebra and Matrices 

III. Shape and measurement 

“Consumer arithmetic” reviews concepts of rate and 
percentage change in the context of earning and 
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managing money, and provides a context for the use of spreadsheets. 

 “Algebra and matrices” continues the Year 7-10 study of algebra and introduces the new topic of 
matrices. The emphasis of this topic is the symbolic representation and manipulation of 
information from real-life contexts using algebra and matrices.  

”Shape and measurement” extends the knowledge and skills students developed in the Year 7-10 
curriculum with the concept of similarity and the associated calculations involving simple and 
compound geometric shapes. The emphasis in this topic is on applying these skills in a range of 
practical contexts, including those involving three-dimensional shapes.  

Unit 2  Contains the three topics:  

I. Univariate data analysis and the statistical investigation process 

II. Applications of trigonometry 

III. Linear equations and their graphs  

“Univariate data analysis and the statistical investigation process” develop the students’ ability to 
organise and summarise univariate data in the 
context of conducting a statistical investigation. 

  “Applications of trigonometry” extends students’ 
knowledge of trigonometry to solve practical 
problems involving non-right-angled triangles in 
both two and three dimensions, including problems 
involving the use of angles of elevation and 
depression and bearings in navigation.  

“Linear equations and their graphs” uses linear equations and straight-line graphs, as well as 
linear-piece-wise and step graphs, to model and analyse practical problems.   

Course Assessment –  
Response 40% 

Investigation 20% 

Examination 40% 

 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to 

The Year 12 Mathematics Applications ATAR 

Additional information about this course – 
The Mathematics Applications ATAR course is designed for students who want to extend their 
mathematical skills beyond Year 10 level but whose future studies or employment pathways do 
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not require knowledge of calculus. The course is designed for students who have wide range of 
educational and employment aspirations, including continuing their studies at university of TAFE.  

Additional Costs –  
There should not be any additional costs associated with this course. 

Year 11 - MATHEMATICS METHODS (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  

Year 10 GAT/ SBAE/  B grade/ Exam 65% (Special consideration given to some Extension 
students) 

Course Description –  
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of 
one semester duration, which are typically delivered 
as a pair. The notional time for each is 55 class 
contact hours. 

Unit 1 Contains the three topics: 

a) Functions and graphs 

b) Trigonometric functions 

c) Counting and probability 

Unit 1 begins with a review of the basic algebraic concepts and techniques required for a 
successful introduction to the study of functions and calculus. Simple relationships between 
variable quantities are reviewed, and these are used to introduce key concepts of a function and 
its graph. The study of probability and statistics begins this unit with a review of the fundamentals 
of probability, and the introduction of the concepts of conditional probability and independence. 
The study of the trigonometric functions begins with a consideration of the unit circle using 
degrees and the trigonometry of triangles and its application. Radian measure is introduced, and 
the graphs of the trigonometric functions are examined and their application in a wide range of 
settings are explored 

Unit 2 Contains the three topics: 

a) Exponential functions 

b) Arithmetic and geometric sequences and series 

c) Introduction to differential calculus  

In Unit 2, exponential functions are introduced and their properties and 
graphs examined. Arithmetic and geometric sequences and their 
applications are introduced and their recursive definitions applied. Rates and average rates of 
change are introduced and this is followed by the key concept of the derivative as an 
“instantaneous rate of change”. These concepts are reinforced numerically (by calculating 
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difference quotients), geometrically (as slopes of chords and tangents), and algebraically. The first 
calculus topic concludes with derivatives of polynomial functions, using simple applications of the 
derivative to sketch curves, calculate slopes and equations of tangents, determine instantaneous 
velocities, and solve optimisation problems.    

Course Assessment –  
 

Response 40% 

Investigation 20% 

Examination 40% 

 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to  

The Year 12 Mathematics Methods ATAR course in 2017.   

Additional information about this course – 
The major themes of the Mathematics Method ATAR course are calculus and statistics. They are 
developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication and complexity. This course 
provides a foundation for further studies in disciplines in which mathematics and statistics have 
important roles. It is also advantageous for further studies in the health and social sciences. This 
course is designed for students whose future pathways may involve mathematics and statistics 
and their applications in a range of disciplines at the tertiary level.  

Additional Costs –  
There should not be any additional costs associated with this course. 

Year 11 - MATHEMATICS SPECIALIST (Units 1&2) -ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-   

Year 10 GAT/ SBAE/ Extension B grade/ Exam 75% 

Course Description –  
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one 
semester duration, which are typically delivered as a pair. 
The notional time for each is 55 class contact hours. 

 

Unit 1 - Contains the three topics:  

a) Combinatorics 
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b) Vectors in the plane 

c) Geometry 

The three topics in Unit 1 complement the content of the Year 11 Mathematics Methods ATAR 
course. The proficiency strand of Reasoning, from the Year 7-10 curriculum, is continued explicitly 
in the topic Geometry through a discussion of developing mathematical arguments. This topic also 
provides the opportunity to summarise and extend the students’ studies in Euclidean Geometry, 
knowledge which is of great benefit in the later studies of topics such as vectors and complex 
numbers. The topic Combinatorics provides techniques that are very useful in many areas of 
mathematics, including probability and algebra. The topic Vectors in the plane provides new 
perspectives on working with two-dimensional space and serves as an introduction to techniques 
which can be extended to three-dimensional space in Unit 3 (Year 12). These three topics 
considerably broaden students’ mathematical experience and therefore begin an awakening to the 
breadth and utility of the subject. They also enable students to increase their mathematical 
flexibility and versatility. 

Unit 2 - Contains the three topics: 

a) Trigonometry 

b) Matrices  

c) Real and complex numbers 

In Unit 2, Matrices provide new perspectives for working with two-dimensional space and real and 
complex numbers provides a continuation of the study of numbers. The topic Trigonometry 
contains techniques that are used in other topics in both this unit and Units 3 and 4 (Year 12). All 
topics develop students’ ability to construct mathematical arguments. The technique of proof by 
the principle of mathematical induction is introduced in this unit.   

Course Assessment –  
Response 40% 

Investigation 20% 

Examination 40% 

 

This course leads to  

The Year 12 Mathematics Specialist ATAR course 

Additional information about this course – 
The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course has been designed to be taken in conjunction with the 
Mathematics Methods ATAR course. The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course is designed for 
students with a strong interest in mathematics, including those intending to study mathematics, 
statistics, all sciences and associated fields, economics or engineering at university. 
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Additional Costs –  
There should not be any additional costs associated with this course. 

 

                        Year 11 - MODERN HISTORY (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

 Humanities and Social Sciences Grade B/ Exam 65% 

Students should also be enrolling in Year 11 English or Literature ATAR for 2016 

Course Description –  
History is the study and practice of making meaning of the past with a view to understanding the 
present. It engages us with the ideas, beliefs and values that shape and influence our lives. This 
History unit in Year 11 is studied in two different contexts 
but focuses on building skills that will be used through to 
Year 12.   

Unit 1: Understanding the Modern World 

Topic: Capitalism- The American Experience (1907-
1941) 

This unit examines the significance of developments 
modern era, including the ideas that inspired them, and 
their far-reaching consequences. This will be investigated through the development of Capitalism 
in America, which was a fascinating time that saw the rise of monopolies, US world economic 
dominance, and birth of consumer culture. We will consider the impact that these developments 
had on the leadership, politics, economy, social/ cultural groups, international relations and ideas. 

Points of interest include: rise of monopolies and extreme wealth, the involvement of US in WW1, 
flappers, gangsters and rise of the KKK during the 1920’s, and the causes and impacts of one of 
the world’s worst economic crisis- The Great Depression.  

Unit 2: Movements for change in the 20th century  

Topic: Nazism in Germany 

This unit examines significant movements for change in the 20th century that led 
to change in society, including people’s attitudes and circumstances. This will 
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be investigated through the development of Nazism in Germany, which saw a failed artist become 
one the world’s best-known dictators and sparked one of the most horrific solutions to a political 
problem- the Holocaust. We will consider the impact that the rise of fascism and Nazism in 
Germany had on the ideas, social groups, international relations, economy, politics and leadership 
during the era.  

Points of interest include: The impact of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany, the establishment 
and growing influence of the Nazi Party, Hitler’s rise to power, and the Holocaust.  

Course Assessment –  
Historical Inquiry - 20% 

Explanation - 20% 

Source Analysis - 20% 

Exam -40% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Modern History Year 12 – ATAR. 

Additional information about this course – 
Through this course, students benefit from acquiring the literacy skills of the discipline of history 
such as critical thinking, research, analysis and effective written expression. These skills equip 
students for a world changed and linked by information and communication technology and 
prepare them for lifelong learning. Students are well prepared for careers involving policy-making, 
administration and research. Learning the skills of critical inquiry is essential for people working in 
business, government, law, health, science, academia, industry, tourism, environment, media and 
the arts. 

Additional Costs –  
Costs associated with an in-school presentation by a survivor of the Holocaust during second 
semester. 

Potential excursion costs of $30. 
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Year 11 – PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES (Units 1&2)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Science B grade/ Exam 60% 

Physical Education Studies B grade 

Course Description –  
The focus of the course is for students to explore and 
realise personal potential through content such as 
functional anatomy, exercise physiology, fitness and conditioning, specific training regimes, motor 
learning and coaching, sports psychology and biomechanics in sport. 

Students will progressively develop skills, knowledge and understanding that will enable them to 
pursue their personal interests and potential in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials 
and/or administrators. There is a high level of theory work and research using scientific 
principals and terminology preparing students for the external exams in Year 12. All students 
undertaking this course are expected to participate or officiate at the school swimming and 
athletics carnivals. 

Sports undertaken will be selected from a range of individual, paired and team sports including 
activities such as tennis, netball, volleyball, golf, hockey, soccer, touch and badminton.  

The sports chosen will be done in much greater depth than in lower school. 

Course Assessment –  
Practical & Investigation = 30% 

Assignments & class work = 70% 

Tests & Examinations 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students 
at the commencement of the course. 

This course leads to – Physical Education Studies- ATAR 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions Maximum of $30 (if any occur) 
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Year 11 PHYSICS (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Science B grade/ Exam 65% 

Course Description –  
Physics is a fundamental science that 
endeavours to explain all the natural phenomena 
that occur in the universe. Its power lies in the 
use of a comparatively small number of 
assumptions, models, laws and theories to 
explain a wide range of phenomena, from the 
incredibly small to the incredibly large. Physics 
has helped to unlock the mysteries of the 
universe and provides the foundation of 
understanding upon which modern technologies and all other sciences are based. 

The Physics ATAR course uses qualitative and quantitative models and theories based on 
physical laws to visualise, explain and predict physical phenomena. Models, laws and theories are 
developed from, and their predictions are tested by, making observations and quantitative 
measurements. In this course, students gather, analyse and interpret primary and secondary data 
to investigate a range of phenomena and technologies using some of the most important models, 
laws and theories of physics, including the kinetic particle model, the atomic model, 
electromagnetic theory, and the laws of classical mechanics. 

Students investigate how the unifying concept of energy explains diverse phenomena and 
provides a powerful tool for analysing how systems interact throughout the universe on multiple 
scales. Students learn how more sophisticated theories, including quantum theory, the theory of 
relativity and the Standard Model, are needed to explain more complex phenomena, and how new 
observations can lead to models and theories being refined and developed. 

Students learn how an understanding of physics is central to the identification of, and solutions to, 
some of the key issues facing an increasingly globalised society. They consider how physics 
contributes to diverse areas in contemporary life, such as engineering, renewable energy 
generation, communication, development of new materials, transport and vehicle safety, medical 
science, an understanding of climate change, and the exploration of the universe. 

Studying senior secondary science provides students with a suite of skills and understandings that 
are valuable to a wide range of further study pathways and careers. Studying physics will enable 
students to become citizens who are better informed about the world around them and who have 
the critical skills to evaluate and make evidence-based decisions about current scientific issues. 
The Physics ATAR course will also provide a foundation in physics knowledge, understanding and 
skills for those students who wish to pursue tertiary study in science, engineering, medicine and 
technology. 

Course Assessment –  
Science Inquiry = 30% 
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Tests = 30% 

Examinations = 40%  

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Year 12 Physics - ATAR 

Additional information about this course – 
Physics allows for the possibility of many vocations some of which include Astronaut, 
Astronomer, Citizen, Doctor, Electrician, Engineer, Nurse, Physiotherapist, and Scientist. 

Additional Costs –  
Competitions $20.00 
Excursions $50.00 
Calculator (HP30S) $20.00 

Adventure World $55.00 
 

Equivalent Calculator  (HP30S – from school) 

Functions –Scientific, non-programmable, solves linear & quadratic equations.  You cannot use 
classpads (from Mathematics) in Science classes, tests and examinations. 

Year 11 POLITICS & LAW (Units 1&2) – ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

 Humanities and Social Sciences B grade/ Exam 65% 

Course Description –  
You will start this course with concepts essential to the understanding of democracy. Using real 
life and current examples you will examine how government and the law operates in Australia and 
the principles that underlie their operation. Research Investigations will give you the opportunity to 
examine aspects of political and legal systems and develop skills in critical thinking, analytical 
reasoning and extended writin 

Course Structure 
Unit 1 – Democracy and the rule of law 

In first semester, the content is based on political 
structures, their operation and political issues. We will be 
exploring the concept of government and why we have 
it, how ancient philosopher’s thought about modern 
democracy and the way we form government. We go 
back into Australia’s past and look at the importance of 
Federation on both the division of power in Australia but 
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also the formation of a written Constitution that outlines how we are to be governed. We explore 
how these interact and look at our system in comparison to a totalitarian one, namely North Korea. 
How do we stop one individual from consolidating power and becoming a supreme dictator? That 
is a question we explore in this unit. We also look at the beginning of law, investigating how the 
courts apply law and how trial processes work.  

Unit 2 – Representation and justice 

In second semester, the content is based on legal 
structures, their operation and legal issues. We will look at 
the election system, including the finances, voting and 
political spin placed on these massive government events. 
We look even closer at the trial process, including creating a 
mock trial and investigate interesting case studies where 
the legal process may have been compromised or 
corrupted. Our major research assignment is on the 
differences between a common law and non-common law 
system, using Indonesia as an example – highly relevant in the current political context. We 
debunk the sensationalism of the media and really look at the structure of the legal system – 
including questioning why certain elements that others may call ‘unfair’ occur.  

Course Assessment –  
Course Assessment is based on five categories of assessment:  

Investigation: 10% 

Short Answer: 20% 

Essays:  20% 

Source Analysis: 20% 

Examinations: 30% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be 
provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to –  

Year 12 Politics and Law – ATAR 

Politics and Law provides you with the skills to be an active citizen and develops skills in critical 
thinking, analytical reasoning and writing skills necessary in a modern life and career. It gives you 
an understanding of the world, including knowledge of current affairs and an ability to think 
critically about government policies and political spin. Politics & Law is an interesting insight into a 
world you are about to be a part of, and will help with any pathway that you choose.  

Politics and Law will help prepare students for a wide range of career opportunities in business, 
law, media, the arts, science, education, engineering and government. 
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Additional Costs –  
Potential excursion cost of $30 

Year 11 PSYCHOLOGY (Unit 1&2)- ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Science B grade/ Exam 60% 

Course Description –  
Psychology is the scientific study of how people think, feel and 
act. It aims to answer important questions such as what 
factors influence human development. While there are other 
disciplines that overlap with psychology's main aim to 
understand humans, psychology is rigorous in its use of 
scientific method. This allows for systematic exploration into the complexities of human behaviour 
based on evidence gathered through planned investigations. 

This course introduces students to a breadth of knowledge focusing on the psychology of self and 
others. Psychological knowledge helps us understand factors relating to individuals, such as: 
cognition, or the way we think; biological bases of behaviour; and personality, the enduring traits 
that distinguish individuals. Psychological knowledge also helps us understand the way that 
individuals function within groups. This consists of knowledge associated with socialisation, moral 
development, the formation of attitudes and also how people relate and communicate. On a larger 
scale, psychological knowledge can help us to understand how individuals function within different 
contexts and how this is influenced by culture, shaping people's values, attitudes and beliefs. 

Psychology is very useful, both to individuals assisting us to improve ourselves and our 
relationships, and to society as a whole. It can be applied to any context in which humans are 
involved. Through this course, students gain valuable insights and understandings into both 
themselves and their worlds. Methods of communication studied enhance personal 
communication skills, both within the field of psychology and in the context of daily life. Students 
also develop important research skills as they engage in the exploration and evaluation of data to 
illustrate how empirical procedures are used to examine phenomena such as intelligence and 
personality.  

This course is designed to integrate the understanding of scientific principles, the acquisition of 
psychological knowledge and the application of both in an enjoyable and contemporary way. The 
study of psychology is highly relevant to further studies in the health professions, education, 
human resources, social sciences, sales, media and marketing and management.  

Course Assessment –  
Investigation = 20% 

Response = 30% 

Projects = 20% 

Examinations = 30% 
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Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Year 12 Psychology - ATAR 

Additional information about this course – 
Psychology allows for the possibility of many vocations some of which include Counsellor, 
Sports Psychologist, Therapist, Clinical Psychologist, Forensic Psychologist, Criminologist, 
Rehabilitation Therapist, Psychiatric Nursing, Military Psychologist and Teaching. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions    $100 

Competitions    $10  

Year 11 VISUAL ARTS  (Units 1&2) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

English B grade/ Exam 65% 

Year 10 Art B grade 

Course Description –  
The Visual Arts ATAR course encompasses the practice and 
theory of the broad areas of art, craft and design. Students 
have opportunities to express their imagination, develop 
personal imagery, develop skills and engage in the making and 
presentation of artwork. They develop aesthetic 
understandings and a critical awareness that assists them to 
appreciate and make informed evaluations of art. 

This course places value on divergence, uniqueness and 
individuality. It assists students to value and develop confidence in their own creative abilities and 
to develop a greater understanding of their environment, community and culture. The Visual Arts 
ATAR course engages students in a process that helps them develop motivation, self-esteem, 
discipline, collaborative practice and 
resilience, all of which are essential life skills.  

Unit 1 – Differences  

The focus for this unit is differences. 
Students may, for example, consider 
differences arising from cultural diversity, 
place, gender, class and historical period. 
Differences relating to art forms, media and 
conventions may also provide a stimulus for 
exploration and expression. 
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Production    Surrealist Mixed Media Drawing.    

The focus for this unit is identities. In working with this focus, students explore art interpretation  
concepts or issues related to personal  identity. They become aware that self-expression 
distinguishes individuals as well as cultures. Students use a variety of stimulus materials and use 
a range of investigative approaches as starting points to create artwork. They develop a personal 
approach to the development of ideas and concepts, making informed choices about the 
materials, skills, techniques and processes used to resolve and present their artwork. 

Production  Still life Painting and Graphic Design.   

Unit 2 – Identities 
Unit description 
The focus for this unit is identities. In working with this focus, students explore art interpretation 
concepts or issues related to personal  identity. They become aware that self-expression 
distinguishes individuals as well as cultures. Students use a variety of stimulus materials and 
use a range of investigative approaches as starting points to create artwork. They develop a 
personal approach to the development of ideas and concepts, making informed choices about 
the materials, skills, techniques and processes used to resolve and present their artwork. 

 

Production  Still life Painting and Graphic Design. 
 

Course Assessment –  
Production 

A body of work that incorporates resolved artwork and documentation of thinking and working 
practices.             50% 

Analysis 

Response to analysis and evaluation of artwork sourced from a variety of forms, periods, times 
and/or cultures.  15% 

Investigation  

Case studies involving research and visual analysis focused on Australian and/or international 
visual arts practice. Visual arts practice should be examined with consideration of context, such as 
historical, social and cultural factors which influence production and interpretation.                                                                                                                      
15% 

Written Examination 

Typically conducted at the end of each semester and/or unit.  It examines both Analysis and 
Investigation             20%  

This course leads to - Year 12 Visual Arts - ATAR 

Additional Costs –  
Excursion to Art Gallery of WA for Art History and Art Criticism                                      $20 

Excursion to Rottnest Island for Drawing and Visual Inquiry                                            $45
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GENERAL/ CERTIFICATE COURSES 

Year 11 DRAMA (Unit 1&2) - GENERAL 
 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
There are no specific pre-requisites for DRAMA General. It is recommended that students have 
studied at least one Drama unit in lower school and achieved a good result. Students should be 
willing to participate in public performance as required. 

Course Description –  
The Drama General course is a highly practical course, focusing on drama in practice as 
students integrate their knowledge and skills. They engage in drama processes such as 
improvisation, play building, text interpretation, play-writing and dramaturgy which allow them to 
create original drama and interpret a range of texts written or devised by others. Their work in this 
course includes production and design aspects involving sets, costumes, makeup, props, 
promotional materials, stage management, front-of-house activities, and sound and lighting. 
Increasingly, students use new technologies such as digital sound and multimedia. They present 
drama to a range of audiences and work in different performance settings.  

 

 

Course Assessment –  
The DRAMA General (Year 11) course is delivered in two semesterised units: Unit 1 – Dramatic 
Storytelling and Unit 2 – Dramatic Performance. For each of the units, the assessment 
structure is as follows 

Performance and production:   70% 

Including: improvising and devising original drama, interpreting scripted drama texts, designing 
lighting, sound and costumes. Demonstrating drama skills and techniques in a range of 
performance contexts. 

Response:     30% 

Including: Responding to own and to others drama works in oral and/or written forms.  

This course leads to – DRAMA General (Year 12) 

Additional information about this course – 
The DRAMA General course develops skills and abilities that other subjects rarely address. 
Drama offers an enjoyable grounding in the eight key employability skills which are valued in the 
workplace including: 
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• Communication 

• Team work as well as an ability to work independently  

• Problem solving       

• Initiative and enterprise 

• Planning and organising       

• Self-management 

• Learning 

• Technology skills 

Many personal attributes are developed 
particularly well in the Drama 
environment such as: commitment, 
enthusiasm, positive self esteem, sense 
of humour, ability to deal with pressure, 
motivation and adaptability. 

Additional Costs –  
Students will need to attend a minimum of two professional theatre performances outside of 
school hours as part of this course. Tickets typically range from $18 to $70.  

Year 11 ENGLISH (Unit 1&2) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this 
course- 
The attainment of a C grade or better in 
Year 10 English 

Course Description –  
The English General course focuses on 
consolidating and refining the skills and 
knowledge needed by students to become 
competent, confident and engaged users of 
English in everyday, community, social, 
further education, training and workplace 
contexts. The course is designed to provide 
students with the skills to succeed in a wide range of post-secondary pathways by developing their 
language, literacy and literary skills. Students comprehend, analyse, interpret, evaluate and create 
analytical, imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts in a range of written, oral, multimodal and 
digital forms. 
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Course Assessment –  
Type of assessment Weighting 

Responding 

Types of assessment will involve tasks in which students comprehend, 
engage with, interpret, analyse, compare, contrast, reflect on, appreciate 
and evaluate a range of texts and text forms for a variety of purposes and 
audiences.  

Students can respond in a range of text forms, including fiction and non-
fiction, media texts, multimodal and digital texts. 

40–60% 

Creating 

Students create sustained imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts in 
a range of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

Students can create a range of text forms, including fiction and non-fiction, 
media texts, multimodal and digital texts. 

40–60% 

. 

This course leads to –  Year 12 English - General 

Additional information about this course – 
In the English General course, although literary texts remain an important component of the 
course, the primary focus is on the development and demonstration of literacy and language skills 
in everyday, social and community contexts. 

Additional Costs 
 No additional costs  

Year 11 FOOD, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (Unit 1&2) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Course Description –  
Unit 1: “FOOD CHOICES AND HEALTH”  

Unit 2: “FOOD FOR COMMUNITIES” 

In the Food Science and Technology General 
course, students develop their interests and skills 
through the design, production and management of 
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food-related tasks. They develop knowledge of the various properties of food and apply these in 
practical situations, as well as their problem-solving abilities and decision-making skills. The 
students will work individually as well as in small production teams.  

Students will gain a basic knowledge of the function of food in the body and the nutritional needs 
of the adolescent. They will examine their own eating habits and investigate adolescent health 
issues related to food.  

Students will build their practical skills and knowledge throughout the year and explore a wide 
range of cooking methods. The students will participate in up to 70 practical classes as part of the 
assessment tasks. As a result, the students will become confident cooks. 

There is no set homework as the assessment tasks (both practical and written components) are 
completed in class time throughout the year and there are no exams in this course. 

Course Assessment –  
Investigation 30% 

Production 60% 

Response 10% 

This course leads to-   Year 12 Food Science and Technology 1General  

Additional information about this course – 
This course gives students opportunities to develop a wide range of practical skills when 
producing various recipes which will always be valuable throughout life. 

The Food Science and Technology General course enables students to connect with further 
education, training and employment pathways and enhances employability and career 
opportunities in areas that include nutrition, health, food and beverage manufacturing, food 
processing, community services, hospitality, and retail. 

Additional Costs –  
Students are required to buy the workbook for $5 from the cashier’s office. 

Year 11 INTEGRATED SCIENCE (Units 1&2) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Course Description –  
The Integrated Science course enables students to 
investigate science issues, in the context of the world 
around them. It incorporates aspects of biology, 
chemistry, geology and physics, and can also include 
less traditional areas such as forensic science and 
biotechnology. Integrated Science encourages 
students to be questioning, reflective and critical 
thinkers about scientific issues. 
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Students apply their scientific knowledge in areas such as vehicle safety and driving, personal 
lifestyle choices, the management of water resources, environmental issues associated with the 
exploration and mining of natural resources and the sustainable use of energy. Students develop a 
range of practical skills and techniques through investigations and fieldwork in context and use 
scientific evidence to make informed decisions about scientific issues 

Course Assessment –  
Science Enquiry = 50% 

Extended Response = 30% 

Tests = 20% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Year 12 Integrated Science - General 

Additional information about this course – 
This course provides an excellent basic Science general knowledge and helps develops skills 
that are essential for citizens to function in our modern world. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions $80 

Year 11 MATERIALS AND DESIGN TECHNOLOGY (Wood)(Units 1&2) - 
GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Course Description –  
This is a practical course where students work with wood in the 
design and manufacture of products. This is also a course about 
ideas, innovation and creativity. 

In order to do these well, students’ research and test materials 
and use strategies to develop innovative and creative ideas. 
They apply skills of management in planning and implementing a 
process, at the same time as they manipulate tools and 
machines to produce high-quality products. 

Wood Design is an excellent introduction to developing valuable 
skills for personal development or pursuing a trade qualification. It is an introductory unit for those 
students who have limited experience in the manufacturing of products. The course provides 
opportunity for students to experience practical and functional furniture making with creative and 
useful outcomes. The focus for this unit is Production 
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Fundamentals. The knowledge, skills and tasks in the course can be used for leisure time 
activities or in planning a career working with wood and furniture. Throughout the process, 
students learn about materials, including their origins, classifications, properties and suitability for 
purpose, pride of achievement, and the knowledge and application of the correct use of tools, 
machines and materials.  

Course Assessment –  
Design (Investigate, Devise, Modify) = 25% 

Production (Practical competence, Understanding, 
Manufacture) = 60% 

Response (Exams, Reports, Evaluations) = 15% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Year 12 - Materials Design and Technology (Wood) General. 

Additional information about this course – 
Further education, training and employment opportunities within this industry are greatly enhanced 
for students completing this course. Opportunities may include apprenticeships, traineeships, 
scholarships, credit entry to State Trading Providers (TAFEWA), University entry and a range of 
direct employment options for example: Cabinet Maker; Finisher and Shop Fitter. 

Additional Costs –  
Students may be expected to complete a Personal Project during second semester. Cost of 
structural materials will need to be covered by the student and can vary from upwards of $20 
depending on the resources and requirements of the individual student.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/


61 

Year 11 MATHEMATICS ESSENTIAL (Units 1&2) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
For students who have reached Band 8 for the NAPLAN assessment in Mathematics  or have 
reached the minimum standard in OLNA testing 
in Year 10 

This is a general level course for 
students not completing ATAR 
Mathematical courses.  

Course Description –  
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, 
each of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each 
unit is 55 class contact hours. 

Unit 1  This unit includes the following four topics: 

a) Basic calculations, percentages and rates 

b) Using formulas for practical purposes 

c) Measurement 

d) Graphs 

Unit 2  This unit includes the following four topics: 

a) Representing and comparing data 

b) Percentages 

c) Rates and ratios 

d) Time and motion 

Course Assessment –  
Response 50% 

Practical applications  (units 1 and 2) 

Statistical Investigation process  (unit 2 only)  
50% 

 

This course leads to  

The Year 12 Mathematics Essential General course 

Additional information about this course – 
The content of the Mathematics Essential General course is to be designed to be taught within 
contexts that are relevant to the needs of the particular student cohort. The skills and 
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understandings developed throughout the course will be further enhanced and reinforced through 
presentation related to areas encountered in vocational education and training (VET), 
apprenticeships, traineeships or employment  

Additional Costs –  
There should not be any additional costs associated with this course. 

Year 11 OUTDOOR EDUCATION (Units 1&2) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
As snorkelling and canoeing are offered, students 
must pass a swim test, the test may include; 

• A timed 400m swim 

• A timed run-swim-run 

• A timed treading water component  

Unit 1 

The focus for this unit is experiencing the outdoors. Students are encouraged to engage in 
outdoor adventure activities. An experiential approach is used to discover what being active in the 
environment is all about. Students are introduced to outdoor adventure activities where they can 
develop and improve technical skills and apply appropriate practices to ensure safe participation. 
They understand basic planning and organisational requirements necessary for them to participate 
in safe, short duration excursions/expeditions in selected outdoor activities. They begin developing 
skills in roping and navigation. Students are introduced to personal skills and interpersonal skills, 
including self-awareness, communication and leadership. Features of natural environments and 
examples of local environmental management and ‘Leave No Trace’ principles are introduced.  

Unit 2 

The focus for this unit is facing challenges in the outdoors.  

This unit offers the opportunity to engage in a 
range of outdoor adventure activities that pose 
challenges and encourage students to step 
outside their comfort zone. Students consider 
planning and resource requirements related to 
extended excursions/short duration expeditions. 
They are introduced to simple risk assessment 
models to assist decision-making and apply safe 
practices to cope with challenging situations and 
environments. They develop time management 
and goal setting skills to work with others and explore strategies for building group relationships. 
They understand the main styles of leadership and how to use strategies to promote effective 
groups. Features of natural environments and components of weather are introduced. 
Conservation, biodiversity and environmental management plans are also introduced. 
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Unit Learning Context 

Activities may include, but are not limited to: 

• Camping 

• Snorkelling 

• Canoeing  

• Roping, climbing, abseiling 

• Bushwalking  

• Orienteering 

Course Assessment –  
Practical & Investigation    = 50% 

Assignments & class work = 50% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – Year 12 Outdoor Education General 

Additional information about this course –  

Excursion/ Expedition 
To establish optimal teaching, learning and assessment situations for this unit, it is compulsory 
that students participate in at least one single 
day excursion and a minimum of an overnight 
expedition in a natural environment. 

Additional Costs –  
There will be a camp as part of the course offered 
and the chance to do a one day excursion to 
practice snorkelling skills. 

Camp Maximum Cost $100                 Day 
Excursion Maximum Cost $80 
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YEAR 11 PSYCHOLOGY (Units 1&2) – GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
A minimum of a ‘C’ grade in Year 10 English and Maths  

Course Description –  
Are you interested in the way that we think? The way that we feel? 
Or even the way that we behave? If so, Psychology is the course for 
you. It aims to answer important questions such as what motivates 
people and what factors influence their development. Psychological 
knowledge helps us understand factors relating to individuals such 
as the way we think, biological influences and personality. Think 
about your peers out in the school yard – how many different groups 
could you identify? Do they share certain characteristics that bind 

them together? Psychological knowledge helps us understand the way individuals form groups, 
function within groups and interact with other groups. This consists of knowledge associated with 
socialisation, moral development, the formation of attitudes and how people relate and 
communicate. On a larger scale, psychological knowledge can be applied to society as a whole, 
helping students to understand how individuals function within different contexts and how this is 
influenced by culture, shaping people's values, attitudes and beliefs. Students will be involved in 
the exploration and analysis of data to illustrate how scientific research methods are used to 
examine phenomena such as intelligence and personality. 

Unit 1 

Have you ever wondered whether being a certain star 
sign, or being born in a particular year or even if you’re 
the oldest sibling would affect your personality? Unit 1 
in Year 11 Psychology is an introduction to personality 
and intelligence and looks at how individuals are 
influenced by their surroundings. Theorist such as 
Freud, Eysenck and Maslow are introduced, as well as 
exploring, participating in and evaluating the accuracy 
of personality testing, emotional intelligence testing and 
how personality is formed. Students will be participating 
in activities that explore our senses and how we 
communicate both non-verbally and verbally. We will explore how important it is to collect different 
types of data, and how to analyse and evaluate this to make conclusions about certain types of 
behaviour and situations.  

Unit 2 

The brain is a mysterious and interesting place, and Unit 2 looks at the role the brain plays in the 
way we think and the behaviour we demonstrate. Students will be looking at what areas in the 
brain control our senses, our ability to communicate and our memory. They will explore factors 
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that affect the brain, starting with developmental functions at an early age, leading into looking at 
how outside substances change the chemical makeup, and consequently, how this impacts on our 
behaviour. In this unit, students will be comparing groups, investigating the role of stereotypes and 
how cultural attitudes can shape the way an individual thinks, without them even knowing it! 

Course Assessment –  
Investigation - 30%       

Research - 40% 

Project - 30% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to 
students at the commencement of the course. 

This course leads to –  

Year 12 Psychology - General  

Additional information about this course – 
A General Psychology course is a fantastic subject in which to explore the nature of human 
behaviour, thinking and relationships. It is extremely useful in gaining insight into how people 
operate as individuals, within group situations and as a part of society as a whole. This course is 
great for students studying in a General course pathway; those who are heading into the 
workplace after school and those who want to develop skills in a discussion based, engaging and 
interesting class. The study of psychology is highly relevant to further studies in health 
professions, education, human resources, social sciences, sales, media and marketing, and aims 
to provide a better understanding of human behaviour and the means to enhance quality of life.  

Additional Costs –  
Potential excursion(s) up to $90. 

Year 11 VISUAL ARTS (Units 1&2) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
There are no academic prerequisites for Visual Arts General 
Course however, competent drawing skills, a genuine interest 
in Art and an A, B, or C grade in lower school arts courses 
are recommended.   

Course Description   
The Visual Arts General course encompasses the practice 
and theory of the broad areas of art, craft and design. 
Students have opportunities to express their imagination and 
develop personal imagery, skills and engage in the making 
and presentation of artworks. They develop aesthetic 
understandings and a critical awareness that assists them to 
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appreciate, and make, informed evaluations of art. 

This course places value on divergence, uniqueness and individuality. It assists students to value 
and develop confidence in their own creative abilities and to develop a greater understanding of 
their environment, community and culture. The Visual Arts General course engages students in a 
process that helps them develop motivation, self-esteem, discipline, collaborative practice and 
resilience, all of which are essential life skills.  

Unit 1 - Experiences 

The focus for this unit is experiences. Students develop 
artworks based on their lives and personal experiences, 
observations of the immediate environment, events and/or 
special occasions. They participate in selected art 
experiences aimed at developing a sense of observation.  

 

Unit 2 – Explorations 

The focus for this unit is explorations. Students explore 
ways to generate and develop ideas using a variety of 
stimulus materials and explorations from their local 
environment. They use a variety of inquiry approaches, 
techniques  and processes when creating original artworks.  

 
 

 

Course Assessment–  
Production 

A body of work that incorporates resolved artwork(s) and documentation of thinking and working 
practices.      70% 

Analysis 

Response to, analysis and evaluation of 
artworks sourced from a variety of forms, 
periods, times and/or cultures.  
 15%                           

Investigation 

Case studies involving research and visual 
analysis focused on Australian and/or 
international visual arts practice. Visual 
arts practice should be examined with 
consideration of historical, cultural and 
contextual factors influencing production 
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and interpretation.        15% 

 

This course leads to – Year 12 Visual Arts - General 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs for this course. 

Certificate II in AUTOMOTIVE VOCATIONAL PREPARATION- VET 

 
Pre-requisites required for this course 
 
Must have completed Mechanical Workshop for a minimum of one semester in either Year 9 
or 10. 

Course Content 
 
This course gives students practical 
knowledge and skills in the Automotive area. 
This course suits students with an interest in 
cars, how they operate and would like to 
learn how to carry out routine maintenance 
tasks on vehicles. The course can lead to a 
career in Automotive and other related 
sectors such as motor sport, marine, auto 
electrical, vehicle body repair, motor cycle and outdoor power equipment. 

 
Core Units 
AURAEA2002 Apply environmental and sustainability best practice in an automotive workplace 
AURAFA2003 Communicate effectively in an automotive workplace 
AURAFA2004 Solve routine problems in an automotive 
workplace 
AURASA2002 Apply safe working practices in an 
automotive workplace 
AURETR1003 Apply automotive electrical system 
fundamentals 
AURLTA1001 Apply automotive mechanical system 
fundamentals 
AURTTK2002 Use and maintain workplace tools and 
equipment 

Elective Units 
AURETR2015 Inspect and service batteries 
AURTTA1002 Carry out workshop practice activities 
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AURTTA1003 Use and maintain basic measuring devices 
AURTTA2004 Carry out servicing operations 
AURTTE1003 Remove and tag engine system components  

Course duration  
 
This course will be completed over 1 year. 
Additional information about this course 

The Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation prepares 
prospective employees to undertake work in the broader automotive 
industry. 

Job roles related to this qualification include: 

• trades assistant 
• vehicle service assistant 
• automotive service assistant 
• trainee serviceperson 
• automotive trainee. 

Additional Costs  
None. 

 

AUR20716- Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation is offered in 
partnership via auspicing with registered organization: Vetis Consulting 
Services RTO52499. Student Handbook and Parent Handbook can be 
downloaded from the website www.vetisconsulting.net.au   

 

CERTIFICATE II BUSINESS – VET 
 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
None 
 

Course Content 
 
If you enjoy supporting people in their work roles and are keen to liaise with the public then this 
certificate is for you. 
 

All modern companies have an office and in today’s economic climate, many expect their 
employees to multitask. For example, the motor mechanic, hair dresser, and event manager, must 
also be able to use databases, order stock and invoice customers. 
Students will develop both written and oral communication skills, as well business software skills. 
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No matter one’s career, these fundamental skills are imperative to being able to function in a digital 
world. 

Core Unit 

 
Unit Code Unit Name 

BSBWHS201 Contribute To Health And Safety Of Self And Others 

BSBSUS201 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices 

BSBCMM201 Communicate in the Workplace 

BSBCUS201 Deliver a Service to Customers 

BSBITU201 Produce Simple Word Processed Documents 

BSBIND201 Work Effectively in a Business Environment 

BSBITU202 Create and Use Spreadsheets 

BSBINM201 Process and Maintain Workplace Information 

BSBITU203 Communicate Electronically 

BSBWOR202 Organise and Complete Daily Work Activities 

BSBWOR203 Work Effectively with Others 

BSBWOR204 Use Business Technology 

 

Course duration –This course will be completed over 1 year.  

Additional information about this course – 
Students completing this Certificate in Year 11 will have the 
opportunity to complete a Certificate III in Business in Year 12. 
This certificate is delivered using a model business where 
opportunities exist to perform ‘real’ tasks for ‘real’ employers. 
Students will develop both written and oral communication skills, as 
well as skills in business software applications. No matter one’s 
career, these fundamental skills are imperative to being able to 
function in a digital world. 

Additional Costs – 
No additional costs 
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BSB20115 Certificate II in Business is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: YMCA RTO3979. Student Handbook and Parent Handbook can be 
downloaded from the website http://www.ymcaeducation.com/ 

 

CERTIFICATE II  COMMUNITY SERVICES (CHILD CARE) – VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Previous study in a lower school - Caring for Children / Child Development course is desirable but 
not essential. 

Course Content- 
The Certificate II in Community Services will have a focus on Child Care.  The students will 
develop an understanding of working within the child care industry, organisations and related 
services. 

Students will study the importance of play, early 
education and the need for good nutrition for growth and 
physical development. This will be gained by completing 
a range of interesting practical, written and research 
activities. 

Visiting guest speakers and excursions to various venues 
(such as child care facilities, kindergartens and 
community services) will be incorporated into the course. 
These excursions are compulsory as they are part of the 
assessment. 

Students will also complete a Senior First Aid certificate as part of this course. 

CORE Units of Competency: 

CHCCOM001 Provide first point of contact  

CHCCOM005 Communicate and work in health or community services  

CHCDIV001 Work with diverse people  

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace health and safety  

BSBWOR202 Organise and complete daily work activities 

 

ELECTIVE Units of Competency: 

CHCECE011 Provide experiences to support children's play and learning  

HLTFSE006 Prepare foods suitable for a range of client groups 
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FSKOCM07 Interact effectively with others at work 

HLTAID002 Provide basic emergency life support 

 

Course duration This course will be completed over 2 years. 

Additional information about this course – 
This course is an excellent preparation for those students who wish to be a part of the Child Care 
Industry, Early Childhood Education, Education Assistant, Nursing, Kindergarten and Primary 
School Education Assistant and Teaching. 

Additional Costs –  
There will be an extra cost for the outside assessor for the First Aid Certificate. 

 

Certificate Course title – CHC20112 Community Services – Child Care Auspice Partnership 
Arrangements Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. Student Handbook and Parent 
Handbook can be downloaded from the website www.vetisconsulting.net.au 

 

CERTIFICATE II – DANCE – VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Students should have achieved at least a B grade in both Arts Skills and Processes and Arts 
Responses and have an enthusiastic approach to 
Dance. 

Course Description –  
The compulsory units of competence that will be 
completed in this course are 

• CUAWHS201: Develop a basic level of 
physical conditioning for dance performance 

• CUAIND201: Develop and apply creative 
arts industry knowledge 

• CUADAN201: Develop basic dance techniques 

• CUAWHS101: Follow basic safe dance practices 

• CUADAN202: Incorporate artistic expression into basic dance performances 

• CUAPRF201: Prepare self for performances 
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• BSBWOR203: Work effectively with others 

Elective units will come from a selection of the 
following: 

• CUADAN205: Perform basic contemporary 
dance techniques 

• CUADAN203: Perform basic jazz dance 
technique 

• CUADAN208: Perform basic street dance 
technique 

• CUADAN209: Perform basic cultural dance technique 
 

Course Duration–  
This course will be completed over 2 years 

Additional information about this course – 
A student successfully completing this course will develop their performance skills, improve their 
dance techniques across genres and work closely with others. They will have opportunities to 
develop choreography skills. This course would complement additional study towards employment 
in the fitness industry in areas such as personal training and aerobics instruction. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions: 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions: 

Nexus    $70 

Steps    $40 

School Performance $10 each for tickets for family/friends 

 

CUA20113 Certificate II in Dance Performance is offered in partnership via auspicing with 
registered organisation: Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. The student handbook can 
be downloaded from the website: www.vetisconsulting.net.au 
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CERTIFICATE II INFORMATION, DIGITAL MEDIA AND 
TECHNOLOGY/*AIT GENERAL UNIT 1&2 – COMBINED COURSE 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
None. 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description –  
 
In this combined course students will complete Applied Information Technology (General-Units 1 
and 2) and Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology over two years. Note – The 
general unit will be completed in Year 11 along with commencing the Certificate II course 
(will be the equivalent to 3 C grades over Year 11/12) 

By enrolling in this combined General/VET course it allows students to gain extra points towards 
WACE (equivalent up to 6 C grades compared to only 4 for a general and/or CII VET Course over 
2 years). 

Year 11 Content (Applied Information Technology – General Units 1 and 2) 

Hardware: Develop an understanding of computer components, how they work and develop 
troubleshooting skills. 
Design Concepts: Learn how to design and create professional products and documents that are 
industry standard. 
Impacts of Technology:  Investigate impacts of computer crimes and issues such as hacking, 
identity theft, viruses and cyber stalking. 
Application Skills: Develop software skills including online collaboration tools, animation, image 
manipulation and other software to create industry standard digital products. 
Project Management Skills: Essential transferable skills for managing projects. These skills are 
essential for leaders in industry. 
Managing Data: Develop skills such as effective search techniques, file formats and organisation. 
Networks and Security: Develop skills knowledge and skills in wireless networks and security. 
Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology: Students will also work towards 
completing units in Certificate II while in Year 11. 

 

Year 12 Content (Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology)  
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Core Units 

ICTICT201 Use computer operating systems and hardware 

BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and safety of self and others 

ICTICT203 Operate application software packages 

ICTICT202 Work and communicate effectively in an IT environment 

BSBSUS201 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practises 

ICTICT204 Operate a digital media technology package 

ICTWEB201 Use social media tools for collaboration and engagement 

Electives 

ICTICT302 Install and optimise operating systems 

ICTICT206 Install application software packages 

ICTSAS202 Apply problem-solving techniques to routine ICT malfunctions 

ICTSAS208 Maintain ICT equipment and consumables 

ICTNWK304 Administer network peripherals 

BSBSUS401 Implement and monitor environmentally sustainable work 
practises 

ICTSAS209 Connect and use a home-based local wireless network 

 

This course leads to – Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology in Year 12. 
 

Course duration – 2 years 

Additional information about this course – 
Students will develop Information technology knowledge and skills that will help them in industry 
and/or university. 

Additional Costs –  
None. 

ICT20115 Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology is offered in 
partnership via auspicing with registered organisation: AIC+T RTO2058. Student Handbook 
and Parent Handbook can be downloaded from the website http://www.aict.wa.edu.au/ 
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CERTIFICATE II IN MEDIA – GENERAL/ VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil, however an interest or skills in Photography Film or 
Digital Media is desirable.  

Course Content- 
Core Units: 

• BSBWOR203A:           Work effectively with others (20hrs) 
• CUFIND201A:             Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge (20hrs) 
• BSBCRT101A:             Apply critical thinking techniques (20hrs) 
• CUSOHS301A:            Follow occupational health and safety procedures (20hrs) 

 
Elective units: 

• CUFCAM201A:             Assist with a basic camera shoot (30hrs) 
• BSBDES201A:             Follow a design process (40hrs) 
• CUFPOS201A:             Perform basic vision and sound editing (50hrs) 
• CUFLGT101A:             Apply a general knowledge of lighting to work activities (30hrs) 

Course duration – 

This course will be completed over 1 year. 

Additional information about this course – 
This qualification aims to provide you with the basic knowledge and skills required to enter 
the Film and Television industry in a general capacity.  You will be given an opportunity to 
achieve a national vocational qualification under the Australian Qualifications Framework 
(AQF).  It is a preparatory qualification that can be used as a pathway into CUF30107 
Certificate III in Media. 

Employability Skills 

Communication • Interpreting and clarifying written or verbal instructions 
• Providing standard information about services or operations to 

others 
Teamwork • Seeking and responding to feedback on work in progress 

• Working as a member of a team and interacting with members 
of the public in a specific job role 

Problem Solving • Finding the most relevant source of information on the internet 
for a specific task 

• Recognising operational problems of a routine nature and 
referring them to the appropriate person 

Initiative and 
Enterprise 

• Developing an attitude towards work and learning that involves 
asking questions 

• Obtaining information in a culturally appropriate way 
Planning and 
Organising 

• Collecting and organising information in a way that allows for 
easy retrieval 

• Planning work tasks in a logical sequence 
Self-management • Following workplace procedures, particularly in relation to OHS 

• Producing work within deadlines 
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• Seeking expert assistance when problems arise 
Learning • Keeping up to date with industry developments and trends 

• Improving techniques through practice 
Technology • Sending emails 

• Using the internet to source information 
• Sourcing/using appropriate hardware and software for digital 

editing and manipulation 

Additional Costs –  
There are NO additional costs. 

CUF30107 Certificate III in Media is offered in partnership via auspicing with a registered 
organisation: Central Institute of TAFE.  Student Handbook and Parent Handbook can be 
downloaded from https://central.wa.edu.au  

 

CERTIFICATE II MUSIC  – VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Students must have the ability to play at least one musical instrument or sing to a reasonable 
level. Ability to read music is an advantage. 

Course Content- 
Core Units 

• BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and safety 
of self and others 

• BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 
• CUAIND201 Develop and apply creative arts 

industry knowledge 

Elective Units 

• CUAMPF201 Play or sing simple musical pieces 
• CUAMPF203 Develop ensemble skills for playing or singing music 
• CUASTA202 Assist with bump in and bump out of shows 
• CUASOU202 Perform basic sound editing 
• CUASOU203 Assist with sound recordings 

 Course duration – This course will be completed over two years. 

Additional information about this course – 
This course is suited to students who wish to develop the basic skills required to work in the music 
industry, particularly in a performance role. On completing the course, students will be able to 
rehearse and perform in solo or group situations and will be able to effectively create and edit a 
sound recording or digital composition using simple software and recording equipment.  

https://central.wa.edu.au/
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWHS201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWOR203
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUAIND201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUAMPF201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUAMPF203
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUASTA202
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUASOU202
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUASOU203
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This course is a preparatory qualification that can be used as a pathway into Certificate III in 
Music. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs relating to this course 

 

CUS 20109 Certificate II Music  is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: The College of Sound and Music Production RTO50392. Student Handbook 
and Parent Handbook can be downloaded from the website www.cosamp.com.au/ 

 

CERTIFICATE II  - SPORT AND RECREATION -  VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Student should have an interest in the field of Sport, Recreation and Fitness. 

Course Description –  
This course will be completed over two years and includes the following units: 

Core units 

BSBWOR202 Organise and complete 
daily work activities 

HLTAID003 Provide First Aid 

SISXEMR001 Respond to emergency 
situations 

SISXIND001 Work effectively in sport, 
fitness and recreation industry 
environments 

SISXIND002   Maintain sport, fitness and recreation industry knowledge 

HLTWHS001  Participate in workplace health and safety  

SISXCAI002   Assist with activity sessions 

SISXCCS001 Provide quality service 

Elective units 

SISXCAI001  Provide equipment for activities 

SISXFAC001           Maintain equipment for activities 

SISSSPT304A Tape ankle, thumb and fingers 

SISSSQU201A Teach the fundamental skills of squash  
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SISSBSB201A Teach fundamental basketball skills 

This course leads to – Year 12 concurrent completion of Certificate II Sport & Recreation.  

Additional information about this course – 
This course may lead to vocational opportunities in coaching, 
umpiring, sports training, Physical Education teaching, study in 
Sports Science, sports administration, gym instructor or personal 
training. Personal attributes that would be developed include 
teamwork, leadership skills, personal fitness, development of 
physical skills, technique improvement and organisational skills. At 
the completion of this course students will receive a First Aid 
certificate and a Sports Taping certificate. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs relating to this course. 

SIS20115 Certificate II in Sport and Recreation is offered in partnership via auspicing with 
registered organisation: YMCA RTO3979. Student Handbook can be downloaded from the 
website www.ymca.org.au 

 

CERTIFICATE II TECHNICAL GRAPHICS- VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Previous success at an A or B grade level in a lower school Technical Drawing class is desirable 
but not essential. 

Course Content- 
The language of graphic design is an important 
form of communication, basic to our industrial 
and technological world. This course is a VET 
Certificate course and is planned to prepare 
students for one of the many design and drafting 
areas through an appreciation of design and 
graphics, developing and encouraging personal 
creativeness which can be applied to their work.  

CORE Units of Competency: 

BSBWHS201A                   Contribute to health and safety of self and others 

CUVAACD101  Use basic drawing techniques  

CUAPPR201   Make simple creative work 

http://www.ymca.org.au/
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CUARES202   Source and use information relevant to own arts practice 

ELECTIVE Units of Competency: 

MEM09002B   Interpret Technical Drawing 

BSBWOR203   Work effectively with others 

BSBDES201   Follow a Design process 

CUAACD302   Produce Computer Aided drawings 

CUAACD303   Produce Technical Drawings 

Course duration This course will be completed over 1 year. 

Additional information about this course – 
The goals of the course are to prepare students for 
future employment in Drawing based disciplines 
including Architecture, Engineering, and Building. 
Major course components include Basic Drawing 
Techniques, Basic Design Practice, Production of 
Computer Aided drawings, and using CAD to 
create and display 3D models. Students will gain 
experience in the use of computer based programs 
such as ACAD, INVENTOR, SKETCHUP, as well 
as paper drafting skills to prepare architectural and 
engineering drawings. Whilst these fields share a 
common link through digital technology, the 

Graphic Design course also includes the use of traditional non-digital design media. 

Additional Costs –  
There are nil additional costs for this unit.  

CUA20715 Certificate II Visual Arts (Technical Drawing) is offered in partnership via 
auspicing with registered organisation: : Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. Student 
Handbook and Parent Handbook can be downloaded from the website 
www.vetisconsulting.net.au 

CERTIFICATE II TOURISM - VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course : None.  
Do you like to travel? Do you like to talk? Then meet people from all over the world and show them 
what is great about Australia!  

Connecting with people is so important in all possible career paths. Students enrolled in this 
course will be expected to attend regular excursions to various local tourist sites.  

https://webmail.det.wa.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=QrshQbfhyEuE-8s1uJXiyJtAoUM-YtII-XW-QsgEMags5NR_XiYaBXeHm8WDjZ7y4rlmvApHTUM.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vetisconsulting.net.au
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Course Content-  
Compulsory Units  

SITTIND201 Source and use information on the Tourism and Travel Industry  

SITXCCS202Interact with customers  

SITCOM201 Show social and cultural sensitivity  

SITXWHS Follow safe work practices  

Elective Units  
SITHFAB204 Prepare and serve espresso coffee  

SITXFSA101 Use hygienic practices for food 
safety  

SITXCCS201 Provide visitor information  

SITXCOM202 Provide a briefing or scripted commentary  

BSBITU201A Produce simple word processed documents  

BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 

BSBWOR204 Use business technology  

Course duration –This course will be completed over 2years.  

Additional information about this course –  
Join one of the fastest growing industries in Australia. Tourism 
currently provides $95 million a day to the Australian economy.  

This two year course will include excursions to local tourism sites 
as well as incursions where professionals from industry will help you to improve your knowledge 
and skills to become a local tour guide.  

Successful completion gives students 11 units of competency within Tourism and Travel, Event 
Management, Hospitality and Business pathways.  

Additional Costs –  
Additional costs include transport to and from tourist sites and may include entry fees.  

SIT20112 - Certificate II in Tourism is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. Student Handbook and Parent 
Handbook can be downloaded from the website www.vetisconsulting.net.au  
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WORKPLACE LEARNING (ADWPL) CAREER & ENTERPRISE PROGRAM  
–ENDORSED & GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course: 
There is no minimum entry requirement for this program; however an interview may be requested 
for some work placements.  

Program Description      
This program is highly recommended for those students  
who are focused on gaining first hand experience in the 
workforce.  

By successfully completing this program, students will be 
credited with: 

•  1 Career and Enterprise (CAE) Unit 
•  2 Workplace Learning (ADWPL) Units 

 
The Career & Enterprise Unit prepares students for their 
work placements and future career decisions by studying the 
following topics: 

• Personal Attributes and Suitability to Jobs 
•  Learning / Education and Career Success 
• People Support in Career Management 
• Career Information Sources 
• Responding To Job Opportunities 
• Promoting Yourself to an Employer 
• Differences In Work Environments 
• Changing Features of Work Environments 
• Job Satisfaction 

 

 The Workplace Learning Units provides a valuable opportunity for students to explore career 
pathways by choosing to undertake practical and relevant work experience in an industry of their 
choice. It provides students with the knowledge, workplace skills and attitudes valued within work 
environments, as a preparation for employment.  Specific technical skills and knowledge learnt 
during formal education help students gain and keep employment.  These skills are vital to all 
forms of employment in today’s world. 

These units introduce Workplace Learning.  Students prepare for, and are placed in a suitable 
workplace.  WPL is completed in two x two week blocks throughout the year in an industry 
area of interest to the student.  

During their work placements, students are given an opportunity to develop generic work related 
skills that are transferable and vital to all forms of employment. These skills are often referred to 
as “employability skills” and are relevant for everyone seeking work. Employability skills are 
developed over the life time of an individual and are valued in education, training, employment and 
participation in the community. 
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Students may be offered part-time work opportunities, full-time or school based apprenticeships 
and traineeships after successful work placements, thus offering an excellent networking 
opportunity for students. 

 

Program Assessment 

Career & Enterprise 

Completion requirements  
To pass one unit of Career & Enterprise, students must complete the following 6 assignments: 

 Investigate three different jobs, and produce a written report on personal suitability for each 
job  

 Investigate the tools, resources and organizations used to gain work  

 Complete the Worksafe SmartMove Certificate  

 Collect information for use in your Career Portfolio 

 Present a professional Career Portfolio 

 Identify the features of different work environments 

This unit is graded A - E at the end of the year. 
 
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to 
students at the commencement of the course. 

This course leads to- Career & Enterprise in Year 12. 

 

Workplace Learning 

Completion requirements  
To achieve one unit of workplace learning students must have: 

• completed a total of 55 hours in the workplace  
• maintained a logbook documenting workplace attendance and tasks undertaken 
• complete a Workplace Learning Skills Journal. 
 

This course leads to- Workplace Learning Year 12 

Additional information about this program –  
This program allows students to experience different workplaces, assisting them to make informed 
career decisions. These decisions are important as students move from school to further 
education, training, employment and participation in the community. 
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Some examples of work placements include electrical, plumbing and gas fitting, carpentry and 
joinery, hospitality, automotive, metals and engineering, child care, hairdressing, IT, animal care, 
teacher assistant, retail and health services.  

Additional Costs –  
No additional costs. 

Note: A White Card is required if students are attending a Construction workplace (This may be 
completed as part of an external training provider course or on-line). 
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Year 12 Courses - 2017 
TERTIARY (ATAR) COURSES 
(Units 3&4) 
Click to select course 

State Training 
Providers(TAFEWA) 
/APPRENTICESHIP/ 
Click to select course 

Accounting and Finance 

Applied Information Technology 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Computer Science Stage 

Drama 

Economics 

English  

French  

Geography 

Human Biology  

Literature 

Mathematics Applications 

Mathematics Methods 

Mathematics Specialist 

Modern History 

Physical Education Studies 

Physics 

Politics and Law 

Psychology 

Visual Art 

Certificate II Business (1 year course for 
year 12 students) 

Certificate III Business – continuing 
from Year 11 *can be started in Year 12 --see notes

Certificate II – Community Services 
(Childcare)-continuing from Year 11 

Certificate III - Creating Industries 
(Media)- continuing from Year 11 

Certificate II – Dance- continuing from Year 11 

Certificate III – Design Graphics – 
continuing from Year 11. 

Certificate II – Music – continuing from Year 11

Certificate II – Sport & Recreation – 
continuing from Year 11

Certificate II Tourism – continuing from Year 11 

English - General 

Food, Science and Technology - 
General 

Integrated Science - General 

Mathematics Essential - General 

MDT (Wood) - General 

Outdoor Education Studies - General 

Psychology - General 

Visual Art - General

Workplace Learning Endorsed*

Drama

*combined with Careers Ed course Stage 1&2
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TERTIARY (ATAR)  COURSES 

Year 12 - ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE  (Units 3&4)  - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
A C or above in Account and Finance Units 1 & 2 ATAR 

Course Description –  
This course provides students with an understanding of the 
financial operation of different forms of business organisations 
and non-trading enterprises and should be a consideration for 
those students wishing to pursue a career in areas such as 
Accounting, Finance, Commerce, Marketing, Management or 
Banking. 

Skills learnt help in the preparation and analysis of financial reports from financial data, identifying 
legislation and the financial costs associated with starting and maintaining good business practice, 
selecting  financial and non-financial information to evaluate a small business and suggesting 
strategies that will improve business performance. 

Students will also have the opportunity of applying for a Cadetship with a Chartered Accountancy 
firm. It is a chance to work while studying Business or Commerce at University. Students need to 
apply whilst in Year 12 ready for commencement the following year. It is a great way to enhance 
learning as students combine theory and practice while completing University studies. 

Course Assessment –  
Tests = 50% 

Project = 10% 

Examination = 40% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

Additional information about this course  
A high external workload should be expected. 

Vocational opportunities:  After ACF Units 3&4, students would have adequate skills to apply for 
an Accounts Clerk, Level  2 or 3 in any industry. 

Students would also be eligible to apply for a Certificate IV in Booking at TAFE 

This nationally recognised qualification meets the educational requirements for BAS AGENT 
REGISTRATION. 

Additional Costs –   
No additional costs 
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Year 12 – APPLIED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (Units 3&4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in AIT Units 1&2 

Course Description –  
This course is designed to extend the investigative and software application skills students 
developed in Units 1&2 

 

 The emphasis of Units 3&4 is on developing 
and applying marketing strategies when 
designing digital solutions and demonstrating 
an understanding of how cultural beliefs, 
values, abilities, and ethical positions are all 
interconnected and influence the design of digital solutions.  

Students continue to investigate how new computer technologies impact on every level of society 
especially in the area of Intellectual property law.  

Students gain essential life and work skills in problem solving, time management and 
communications skills while working both independently and collaboratively on investigations.  

This course provides an excellent general grounding  in ICT skills necessary for future study 
aspirations and professional lives. 

Course Assessment –  
Project = 40% 

Short Answer = 10% 

Extended Answer = 10% 

Examination = 40% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

Additional information about this course  
A high external workload should be expected. 

Additional Costs –  
 

No additional costs  
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Year 12 - BIOLOGY (Units 3 & 4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course  
C or above in Biology in Units 1 & 2 ATAR  

Course Description – The Biology ATAR course aims to develop students’: 

  

• sense of wonder and curiosity about life and 
respect for all living things and the environment  

• understanding of how biological systems interact 
and are interrelated; the flow of matter and energy 
through and between these systems; and the 
processes by which they persist and change  

• understanding of major biological concepts, 
theories and models related to biological systems 
at all scales, from subcellular processes to 
ecosystem dynamics  

• appreciation of how biological knowledge has developed over time and continues to 
develop; how scientists use biology in a wide range of applications; and how biological 
knowledge influences society in local, regional and global contexts  

• ability to plan and carry out fieldwork, laboratory and other research investigations, including 
the collection and analysis of qualitative and quantitative data and the interpretation of 
evidence  

• ability to use sound, evidence‐based arguments creatively and analytically when evaluating 
claims and applying biological knowledge  

• ability to communicate biological understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using 
appropriate representations, modes and genres.  

Unit 3 – Continuity of species  

Students investigate mechanisms of heredity and the ways in which inheritance patterns can be 
explained, modelled and predicted; they connect these patterns to population dynamics and apply 
the theory of evolution by natural selection in order to examine changes in populations. 

 Unit 4 – Surviving in a changing environment 

Students investigate system change and continuity in response to changing external conditions 
and pathogens; they investigate homeostasis and the transmission and impact of infectious 
disease; and they consider the factors that encourage or reduce the spread of infectious disease 
at the population level. 

Course Assessment –   
Science Enquiry  = 20% 
Extended Response = 10%  
Tests = 20% 
Examinations = 50%  
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course.  

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/


89 

Additional information about this course – 
Many career opportunities exist in the Biological area including: parks and botanical gardens, 
zoos, ecotourism, viticulture, forestry, agriculture, aquaculture, quarantine, veterinary medicine, 
forensic biology, biotechnology, Government fields and research institutions 

Additional Costs 
Excursions  $120 

Year 12 – CHEMISTRY(Units 3&4) ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  
C or above in Chemistry in Units 1 & 2 

Course Description –   
Chemistry aims to develop students’: 

• interest in and appreciation of chemistry and its usefulness 
in helping to explain phenomena and solve problems 
encountered in their ever-changing world  

• understanding of the theories and models used to describe, explain and make predictions 
about chemical systems, structures and properties  

• understanding of the factors that affect chemical systems, and how chemical systems can be 
controlled to produce desired products  

• appreciation of chemistry as an experimental science that has developed through independent 
and collaborative research, and that has significant impacts on society and implications for 
decision making  

• expertise in conducting a range of scientific investigations, including the collection and analysis 
of qualitative and quantitative data and the interpretation of evidence  

• ability to critically evaluate and debate scientific arguments and claims in order to solve 
problems and generate informed, responsible and ethical conclusions  

• ability to communicate chemical understanding and findings to a range of audiences, including 
through the use of appropriate representations, language and nomenclature.  

 

 

Unit 3 – Equilibrium, acids and bases, and redox reactions 

Students investigate the concept of reversibility of reactions and the dynamic nature of equilibrium 
in chemical systems; contemporary models of acid-base behaviour that explain their properties 
and uses; and the principles of oxidation and reduction reactions, including the generation of 
electricity from electrochemical cells.  
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Unit 4 – Organic chemistry and chemical synthesis 

Students develop their understanding of the relationship between the structure, properties and 
chemical reactions of different organic functional groups. Students also investigate the process of 
chemical synthesis to form useful substances and products and the need to consider a range of 
factors in the design of these processes. 

Course Assessment –   
Science Enquiry = 20%  
Extended Response = 10%  
Tests = 20% 
Examinations = 50%  
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course.  

Additional information about this course – 
This course is relevant (and often essential) for tertiary bound students who wish to follow 
scientific, engineering or related vocations such as medicine, nursing, physiotherapy and dentistry. 

Chemistry is listed as being a pre-requisite for more university courses than any other course.  

Additional Costs – 
Excursions    $50 

Competitions    $20 

Calculator (HP30S or equivalent - buy at school) $20 

Equivalent Calculator  

Functions –Scientific, non-programmable, solves linear & quadratic equations.  You cannot use 
classpads (from Mathematics) in Science classes, tests and examinations.  
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Year 12 – COMPUTER SCIENCE – (Units 3&4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C or above in Computer Science Year 11 Units 1 & 2 

Course Description –  

Computer Science is now an integral component of our social structure.  This subject will help you 
analyse, design and develop information systems.  Within this framework you will examine data 
communication, networks, hardware, software and the principles of programming.  The course 
provides you with a solid basis for further study in a computer science course at university. 

General Aims 

• to develop an awareness of how computer science 
affects our lives. 

• to build an understanding of the role of technology 
in computer science 

• to develop an awareness of the impact of 
information technology. 

• to develop an understanding of the moral and 
ethical dilemmas created through the application of computer science. 

• to develop skills in the analysis and design of computer systems. 

By the end of the subject, the student should be able to: 

• collect and process data using a computer system 

• develop solutions to information related problems 

• demonstrate an understanding of the processes involved in designing and implementing a 
computerised information system  

• recognise many of the social and organisational consequences of information systems and the 
need for the application of ethical standards 

• demonstrate an understanding of the hardware supporting information systems 

Course Assessment –  
Project = 30% 

Theory Test = 20% 

Practical Test = 10% 

Examination = 40% 
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Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

Additional information about this course  
A high external workload should be expected. 

Additional Costs –  
No additional costs  

Year 12 – DRAMA-  (Units 3&4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites 
C or better in Year 11 Drama Units 1 & 2 

 

 

 

Description 
In this course students focus on detailed study and interpretation of published plays. Students 
apply the conventions and techniques of various dramatic forms and styles to write, develop and 
perform original drama. A significant part of the course is the development of the student’s 
practical exam work – the Original Solo Performance, a scripted monologue, an improvisation and 
an interview. 

Course Assessment 
Practical Component – 50% of course, comprised of: 

• Performance/production tasks – 60% 
• Practical examination – 40% 

Written Component – 50% of course, comprised of: 

• Response tasks – 60%  
• Written examination – 40% 

How will this course help students in the future? 
In addition to providing students with a practical and creative course which offers a pathway to 
tertiary studies, Drama offers and enjoyable grounding in the eight key employability skills which 
are highly valued in the workplace: 

• Communication 
• Team work as well as an ability to work independently 
• Problem solving 
• Initiative and enterprise 
• Planning and organising 
• Self-management 
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• Creativity and higher-order thinking 
• Technology skills 

 

Many personal attributes are developed particularly well in the Drama environment such as: 

Commitment, enthusiasm, positive self-esteem, sense of humour, ability to deal with pressure, 
motivation and adaptability. 

Additional costs 
Students will be invited to attend a range of professional theatre performances outside school 
hours. Tickets range from $18 to $70. Students will need to see at least two professional theatre 
productions in the course of the year. 

Year 12 – ECONOMICS – (Units 3&4)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C or better in Year 11 Economics Units 1 & 2 

Course Outline –  
Unit 3 

 “Australia and the global economy” explores our economic 
relationships with other counties, and current global economic 
events and issues of significance to Australia.  This includes the 
impact of war, droughts, political instability, resource booms and 
natural disasters.  A detailed analysis of our pattern of trade will 
give students an insight to the future opportunities and growth 
areas within Australia.  Students will examine the reasons other 
nations choose to invest in Australia and the effect this has on our 
economy and exchange rate.  This unit evaluates the impact of 
increasing globalisation on Australia and our major trading 

partners, our move towards free trade agreements and their impact on inflation and 
unemployment. 

Unit 4 

The focus for this unit is Economic Policies and 
Management. It explores how the political priorities of the 
government and other authorities, such as the Reserve Bank, 
can affect the lives of all Australians.  There are three ways 
that these objectives can be implemented: fiscal policy; 
monetary policy; and microeconomic reform.  Students will 
examine and interpret the current and recent Federal 
Budgets, the Statements by the Governor of the Reserve 
Bank and policies of the Productivity Commission, amongst other documents, to evaluate the 
success of the government in managing the economy.  A keen interest in the news and current 
affairs is highly beneficial as all theory must be related back to the Australian economy. 
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Course Assessment –  
Breakdown of assessment types as follows: 

Data Interpretation/ Short Answer: 30% 

Extended Answer:    30% 

Examination:     40%    

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

Additional information about this course – 
The Economics course develops reasoning, logical thinking and interpretation skills demanded by 
the world of work, business and government. These skills relate to a variety of qualifications in 
vocational, technical and university education contexts.  

Students can relate theory to practice and are flexible in their approach to solving problems.  The 
knowledge and analytical skills learned in this context will be used in a variety of other areas such 
as commerce, law, government administration, accounting, finance and management in a wide 
range of fields including the sciences and engineering. 

Throughout the year organisations such as the Chartered Accountants in Australia + New 
Zealand, the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the WA Economics 
Teachers’ Association and various universities offer seminars, forums and briefing session to 
students.  All students are encouraged to attend whenever possible. 

Additional Costs –  
Additional costs may be incurred due to excursions $30 

Year 12 – ENGLISH – (Units 3 & 4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in English Units 1 & 2 ATAR 

Course Description –  
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two 
units which are delivered as a pair. The 
notional time for the pair of units is 110 
class contact hours. 

Unit 3 

Students explore representations of 
themes, issues, ideas and concepts 
through a comparison of texts. They 
analyse and compare the relationships 
between language, genre and contexts, comparing texts within and/or across different genres and 
modes. Students recognise and analyse the conventions of genre in texts and consider how those 
conventions may assist interpretation. Students compare and evaluate the effect of different 
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media, forms and modes on the structure of texts and how audiences respond to them. 
Understanding of these concepts is demonstrated through the creation of imaginative, interpretive, 
persuasive and analytical responses.  

Unit 4 

Students examine different interpretations and perspectives to develop further their knowledge 
and analysis of purpose and style. They challenge perspectives, values and attitudes in texts, 
developing and testing their own interpretations through debate and argument. Through close 
study of texts, students explore relationships between content and structure, voice and 
perspectives and the text and context. This provides the opportunity for students to extend their 
experience of language and of texts and explore their ideas through their own reading and 
viewing. Students demonstrate understanding of the texts studied through creation of imaginative, 
interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses. 

This course leads to – University/TAFE 

Additional information about this course – 
This course provides the literacy background needed to cope with entry- level university and TAFE 
courses. 

Additional Costs –  
$45.00 – Registration and bus fare for Curtin University Conference held in July. 

$25.00 – Good Answers Book. 
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Year 12 – FRENCH (Units 3 & 4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course 
 C grade or better in Year 11 French Stage 1 & 2 ATAR – Second Language 

Course Description –  
(Units 1 and 2 form the content for the Year 11 course)   

Unit 3   Les médias (The media) 

Technology and me, Film and music, and In the media   

Unit 4   Le monde qui nous entoure (The world around us) 

Planning my future, Migrant experiences, and Youth issues        

     

Students extend their communication skills in French to  

gain a broader insight into the language and culture of  

France and francophone countries via selected literature  

texts, magazine and newspaper articles (including online), feature films, 
voice recordings, and music. Oral and written skills are developed, plus 
aural and written comprehension.  

Culture is extended through various channels, including conversation practice with a French native 
speaker. 

Course Assessment 
Details of assessments and examinations will be provided to 
students at the commencement of the course. 

Career Possibilities 
With globalisation, knowledge of another language is an acknowledged asset. French is an official 
language in 30 countries, the Olympic Games and at the United Nations. 

Additional information about this course-  

Language Bonus for University Entry 

UWA, Curtin, Murdoch and Edith Cowan, plus many interstate universities, offer a 10% 
ATAR bonus to students taking a language in Year 12. This is added to the scaled score of 
the language mark. 

Additional Costs 
Film excursion to Joondalup Pines $20; French restaurant $45 
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UWA French Club Play $20 

The Alliance Française runs Immersion Day courses to help prepare students for the WACE 
examination.  

Year 12 GEOGRAPHY (Unit 3&4) -  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Year 11 Geography Stage 1 & 2 - ATAR 

Course Description –  
The Year 12 Geography Course consists of Inquiry Skills and two Units of Study called Global 
Environmental Change and Planning Sustainable Places.  

Unit 3- Global Environmental Change 

This unit focuses on the changing Earth’s surface, the creation of human living areas and the 
resulting impacts on global climate or biodiversity loss. Human change to the land has impacted 
upon atmospheric and ecological systems. Climate change and loss of biodiversity are producing 
further transformations. Students will examine this relationship with respect to current climate 
change crisis and look critically at strategies proposed to resolve this in different areas of the world 
and at different scales e.g. local and global. 

This unit begins with an overview of land cover change drawn from different 
regions and countries. Two 
depth studies provide greater detail. The first study focuses on the 
interrelationship between land cover and either global climate change or 
biodiversity loss. The second study focuses on the evaluation of a local land 
cover change initiative designed to address either climate change or biodiversity 
loss. 
In undertaking these depth studies, students study world landscapes, the nature of the world’s 
rainfall and temperature patterns, key natural systems: heat budget (including the greenhouse 
effect), hydrological cycle, carbon cycle and atmospheric circulation, and the ways in which they 
interact to influence the Earth’s climate. Climatic evidence will be analysed and projections of the 
impacts of global climate change made. The emphasis is upon catering for potential impacts on 
world systems.  
                                     

Unit 4 – Planning sustainable places 
In this unit, students investigate how the outcomes of processes vary depending on local 
responses and adaptations, for example, population growth and decline, and economic 
restructuring. Students also examine the causes 
and consequences of urbanisation as well as 
challenges that exist in metropolitan and regional 
centres and megacities. 
 

This Unit begins with a world overview of the 
process of urbanisation and its consequences. 
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Urbanisation not only affects human wellbeing and the rate of world population growth, it has 
created a range of challenges for urban, rural and remote places, including Indigenous 
communities. Challenges include: housing, economic restructuring, employment, transportation, 
congestion, environmental degradation, waste management, personal safety, land abandonment, 
urban sprawl, socio spatial inequality, social inclusion and exclusion, changing demographics. 
Students will use digital sources to study forces causing these changes to megacities and 
Australian metropolitan and regional centres. The central focus is to consider sustainability, a key 
planning goal, and how it can be enhanced. The emphasis is upon contemporary issues and their 
resolution.  Two depth studies provide greater detail. The first study focuses on challenges in 
metropolitan Perth or a Regional Urban Centre in Western Australia. The second study focuses on 
challenges faced in a megacity. Students examine the concepts, processes and roles of planning 
in these selected contexts. This approach enables students to also develop an understanding of 
the challenges in two urban places. 

Course Assessment –  
This is an externally examined course. Internal assessment consists of; 

1. Examinations - 40% 

2. Short and Extended response tests - 30% 

3. Fieldwork and Practical Skills - 15% 

4. Geographical Inquiry Skills - 15% 

Refer to the following website for further information:  

http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences/geography 

Additional information about this course – 
Students develop a range of skills that help them to understand the physical world, interpret the 
past, scrutinise the present, and explore sustainable strategies for the future care of places. They 
are able to understand recent and future developments, such as urban planning, climate change, 
environments at risk, sustainable development practices, and the unequal distribution of resources 
throughout the world. The skills developed form an integral part of growth areas in a global job 
market. Career pathways include a wide variety of opportunities in the areas of: Environmental 
Science, Environmental Engineering (biological or chemical), Urban Planning, 
Geographers/mapping technicians (including GIS specialists), Atmospheric scientists, 
Hydrologists, Petroleum Engineers, Geoscientists, Surveyors, Sociologists, Business Analysts and 
many more.  

Additional Costs –  
Potential for excursion(s) – up to $80.  
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Year 12 – HUMAN BIOLOGY (Units 3 & 4)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  
C grade or better in Human Biology (Units 1 & 2) ATAR  

Course Description –   
Human Biology covers a wide range of ideas relating to the functioning human. 
Students learn about themselves, relating structure to function and how 
integrated regulation allows individuals to survive in a changing environment. 

The units covered in Year 12 explore the nervous and endocrine systems, the mechanisms that 
help maintain the systems of the body to function within normal range, and the body’s immune 
responses to invading pathogens. They also explore the variations in humans, their changing 
environment and evolutionary trends in homonids. 

Students  

• plan and conduct investigations  

• analyse data, draw conclusions, evaluate investigation design and findings  

• evaluate the impact of advancements in human biology on individuals and society  

• communicate understandings of human biology 

• understand that knowledge of human biological systems has developed over time and 
continues to develop with improving technology  

• understand how scientists use knowledge of human biological systems in a wide range of 
applications  

• understand how knowledge of human biological systems influences society in local, 
regional and global contexts. 

• understand structure and function in the 
body  

• understand inheritance in humans  

• understand how the body maintains 
homeostasis  

• understand human variability and 
evolution.  

Course Assessment –   
Science Inquiry = 10%  

Extended Response = 15%  

Tests = 25% 
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Examinations = 50%  

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course.  

Additional information about this course –  
Vocational opportunities, personal attributes that would be developed etc.  

Studying Human Biology is an advantage to students interested in Nursing, Physiotherapy, 
Science or Physical Education or Sports Science, Occupational Health, Medicine and Childcare. 

Additional Costs –  
Zoo             $50 

Excursions $50 

Year 12 – LITERATURE (Units 3 & 4)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Year 11 Literature Units 1 & 2  

Course Description –  
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which 
are delivered as a pair. The notional time for the pair 
of units is 110 class contact hours. 

Unit 3 

Unit 3 develops students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the relationship between language, 
culture and identity in literary texts. Students inquire 
into the power of language to represent ideas, events and people, comparing these across a 
range of texts, contexts, modes and forms. Through critical analysis and evaluation, the values 
and attitudes represented in and through texts and their impact on the reader are examined. 
Throughout the unit, students create analytical responses that are characterised by a confident, 
engaging style and informed observation. In creating imaginative texts, students experiment with 
language, adapt forms and challenge conventions and ideas. 

Unit 4 

Unit 4 develops students’ appreciation of the significance of literary study through close critical 
analysis of literary texts drawn from a range of forms, genres and styles. Students reflect upon the 
creative use of language, and the structural and stylistic features that shape meaning and 
influence response. The unit focuses on the dynamic nature of literary interpretation and considers 
the insights texts offer, their use of literary conventions and aesthetic appeal. Analytical responses 
demonstrate increasing independence in interpreting texts and synthesizing a range of 
perspectives into critical and imaginative responses. In creating imaginative texts, students 
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experiment with literary conventions 
and reflect on how the created text 
takes into account the expectations 
of audiences. 

This course leads to – 
University/TAFE  

Additional information about this 
course – 

This course provides the literacy 
background needed to cope with 
entry- level university and TAFE courses. 

Additional Costs –  
$45.00 – Registration and bus fare for Curtin University Conference held in July. 

$25.00 – Good Answers Book. 

Year 12 MATHEMATICS APPLICATIONS (Units 3&4)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Year 11 Mathematics Applications Units 1 and 2 

Course Description  
Structure of the syllabus 

The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which 
are delivered as a pair.  

Organisation of content  

Unit 3 

Contains the three topics: 

• Bivariate data analysis  

• Growth and decay in sequences 

Graphs and networks 

‘Bivariate data analysis’ introduces students to some methods for identifying, analysing and 
describing associations between pairs of variables, including using the least-squares method as a 
tool for modelling and analysing linear associations. The content is to be taught within the 
framework of the statistical investigation process. 

‘Growth and decay in sequences’ employs recursion to generate sequences that can be used to 
model and investigate patterns of growth and decay in discrete situations. These sequences find 
application in a wide range of practical situations, including modelling the growth of a compound 
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interest investment, the growth of a bacterial population, or the decrease in the value of a car over 
time. Sequences are also essential to understanding the patterns of growth and decay in loans 
and investments that are studied in detail in Unit 4.  

‘Graphs and networks’ introduces students to the language of graphs and the way in which 
graphs, represented as a collection of points and interconnecting lines, can be used to analyse 
everyday situations, such as a rail or social network.  

Unit 4  

Contains the three topics: 

• Time series analysis 

• Loans, investments and annuities  

• Networks and decision mathematics.time 

‘Time series analysis’ continues students’ 
study of statistics by introducing them to 
the concepts and techniques of time series 
analysis. The content is to be taught within 
the framework of the statistical investigation 
process. ‘Loans, investments and annuities’ 
aims to provide students with sufficient 
knowledge of financial mathematics to 
solve practical problems associated with 
taking out or refinancing a mortgage and 
making investments. ‘Networks and 
decision mathematics’ uses networks to 
model and aid decision making in practical situations. 

Course Assessment 
Response 40% 

Investigation 20% 

Examination 40% 

 

Additional information about this course – 
This option leads to general tertiary entry. However, it does not provide adequate preparation for 
tertiary courses such as biological, social or management sciences in which knowledge of 
elementary integral calculus and statistical inference would be useful. 
 

Additional Costs 
None 
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Year 12 MATHEMATICS METHODS (Units 3&4)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Year 11 Mathematics Methods 
Units 1 and 2 

Course Description  
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which 
are delivered as a pair.  
Organisation of content  

Unit 3 

Contains the three topics: 

• Further differentiation and applications 

• Integrals 

• Discrete random variables. 

The study of calculus continues by introducing the derivatives of exponential and trigonometric 
functions and their applications, as well as some basic differentiation techniques and the concept 
of a second derivative, its meaning and applications. The aim is to demonstrate to students the 
beauty and power of calculus and the breadth of its applications. The unit includes integration, 
both as a process that reverses differentiation and as a way of calculating areas. The fundamental 
theorem of calculus as a link between differentiation and integration is emphasised. Discrete 
random variables are introduced, together with their uses in modelling random processes involving 
chance and variation. The purpose here is to develop a framework for statistical inference.  

Unit 4 

Contains the three topics:  

• The logarithmic function 

• Continuous random variables and the normal distribution 

• Interval estimates for proportions. 

The logarithmic function and its derivative are studied. Continuous random variables are 
introduced and their applications examined. Probabilities associated with continuous distributions 
are calculated using definite integrals. In this unit, students are introduced to one of the most 
important parts of statistics, namely, statistical inference, where the goal is to estimate an 
unknown parameter associated with a population using a sample of that population. In this unit, 
inference is restricted to estimating proportions in two-outcome populations. Students will already 
be familiar with many examples of these types of populations. 
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Course Assessment- 
Response 40% 

Investigation 20% 

Examination 40% 

Additional information about this course – 
Suitable for student who require a strong mathematical preparation for tertiary studies in courses 
such as mathematics, computing, engineering and the physical sciences but do not wish to study 
double mathematics. 

Additional Costs –  
No additional costs are associated with this course. 

Year 12 MATHEMATICS SPECIALIST (Units 3&4)-  ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade  or better in Mathematics Specialist Units 1 and 2 

Course Description  
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair.  

In this course there is a progression of content, applications, level of sophistication and 
abstraction. For example, vectors in the plane are introduced in Year 11 Unit 1 and then in Year 
12 Unit 3, they are studied for three-dimensional space. In Unit 3, the topic ‘Vectors in three 
dimensions’ leads to the establishment of the equations of lines and planes, and this in turn, 
prepares students for solving simultaneous equations in three variables.  

Organisation of content  
Unit 3 

This unit contains the three topics: 

3.1  Complex numbers  

3.2  Functions and sketching graphs 

3.3  Vectors in three dimensions 

The Cartesian form of complex numbers was introduced in Unit 2, and in Unit 3, the study of 
complex numbers is extended to the polar form. The study of functions and techniques of calculus 
begun in the Mathematics Methods ATAR course is extended and utilised in the sketching of 
graphs and the solution of problems involving integration. The study of vectors begun in Unit 1, 
which focused on vectors in one- and two-dimensional space, is extended in Unit 3 to three-
dimensional vectors, vector equations and vector calculus, with the latter building on students’ 
knowledge of calculus from the Mathematics Methods ATAR course. Cartesian and vector 
equations, together with equations of planes, enables students to solve geometric problems and to 
solve problems involving motion in three-dimensional space.  
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Unit 4 

This unit contains the three topics: 
4.1 Integration and applications of integration 

4.2  Rates of change and differential equations 

4.3  Statistical inference 

In this unit, the study of differentiation and integration of 
functions is continued, and the techniques developed from this 
and previous topics in calculus are applied to the area of simple differential equations, in particular 
in biology and kinematics. These topics serve to demonstrate the applicability of the mathematics 
learnt throughout this course. Also in this unit, all of the students’ previous experience in statistics 
is drawn together in the study of the distribution of sample means. This is a topic that 
demonstrates the utility and power of statistics. 

Course Assessment-  
Response 40% 

Investigation 20% 

Examination 40% 

Additional information about this course – 
This course is suitable for students who require the strongest mathematical preparation for tertiary 
studies. It is the most appropriate preparation for courses such as mathematics, computing, 
engineering and the physical sciences. 
Students who enjoy studying mathematics and intending to study biological, social or management 
science at tertiary level would also gain great benefit from this unit selection. 

Additional costs 
No additional costs are associated with this course. 

Year 12 - MODERN HISTORY (Units 3&4) - ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
• Students need to have achieved a minimum of a C grade in Units 1 and 2 Modern History 

(Year 11) before attempting Units 3 and 4 in Year 12. 
• Students should be enrolling in either ATAR English or ATAR Literature in 2016.  

Course Description –  
History is the study and practice of making meaning of the past with a view to understanding the 
present. It engages us with the ideas, beliefs and values that shape and influence our lives. It 
develops student understandings of the world we live in today and how past events resonate into 
the future. 
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Unit Three: Modern Nations in the 20th Century 

Unit elective: Russia and the Soviet Union 1914- 
1945.  

This unit examines the characteristics of the 
modern nations in the 20th century; the crisis that 
confronted nations, their responses to these crises 
and the different paths nations have taken to fulfil 
their goals.  

We will investigate this idea through the context of Russia and the Soviet Union. Students will 
investigate the Bolshevik Revolution which challenged the stability of government, the 
development and means of achieving communism in the newly formed Soviet Union, the 
significance of key figures such as Stalin, and how the world responded to the growing influence of 
Soviet communism. We will consider the impact this had on the economy, ideas, social groups, 
politics, international relations and leadership during the era.  

Unit Four: The Modern World Since 1945 

Unit Elective: The changing European world since 1945 

This unit examines the significant and distinctive features of the modern world within the time 
period of 1925-2001 in order to build the students understanding of the contemporary world- that 
is, why we are here at this point in time.  

This will be investigated through examining the changing European world since 1945, which 
includes the origins and development of the Cold War, evolving ideas such as communism and 
capitalism, key events such as the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Arms race, the unification of 
Germany and pulling down of the Berlin Wall, and the formation of the European Union. We will 
consider how these events and ideas impacted the economy, ideas, social groups, politics, 
international relations and leadership during the era. 

Course Assessment –  
Historical Inquiry                           =  20% 
Source Analysis    =  20% 
Essays    = 20% 
Tests & Examinations   =  40% 
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the 

Additional information about this course – 
Through this course, students benefit from acquiring the literacy skills of the discipline of history 
such as critical thinking, research, analysis and effective written expression. These skills equip 
students for a world changed and linked by information and communication technology and 
prepare them for lifelong learning. Students are well prepared for careers involving policy-making, 
administration and research. Learning the skills of critical inquiry is essential for people working in 
business, government, law, health, science, academia, industry, tourism, environment, media and 
the arts. 
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Additional Costs –  
Potential excursion cost of $30 

Due to a lack of resources to support a new section of the course there may be a $20 payment 
required for a supplementary resource booklet produced by the History teacher during the year.  

YEAR 12 - PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES (Units 3&4)- ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Physical Education Studies (Units 1&2) - ATAR. 

Course Description –                                  
This course aims to provide opportunity for students to build upon 
their acquired physical skills. It also provides an opportunity to 
extend their understanding of biomechanical, psychological and 
physiological concepts to improve and evaluate their own and 
others performance. 

On completion of this course, students should be able to: 

• Analyse proficiency of movement skills in a selected sport 

• Adjust and refine movement skills in modified competitive 
situations, define transfer of learning and understand its effects 

• Evaluate the different types of transfer and their impact on skill execution and movement 
efficiency 

• Analyse movement skills of self and others and design coaching/ teaching programs to 
improve performance 

• Define and relate the following biomechanical principles: momentum, impulse momentum, 
coefficient restitution, levers, moment of inertia and angular momentum 

• Understand and describe the microstructure of skeletal muscles and how they contract 

• Understand the relationship between muscle 
contraction and the amount of force exerted 

• Investigate the relationship between nutritional 
requirements and energy demands during 
physical activity 

• Understand the implications of preparing and 
performing in different   environmental conditions  

• Explain the physiological impact of performance 
enhancers 
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• Understand the influence that age, gender, skill level and type of activity has on mental 
skills 

• Adapt and implement strategic responses varying 
in complexity to situational demands in modified 
competitive practical situations, analyse and 
reflect on self and others performance 

• Explain and apply fluid mechanics such as spin, 
Bernoulli’s Principle and drag in specific physical 
activities 

• Apply biomechanical principles to analyse and 
evaluate specific skills 

• Understand the role of the neuromuscular systems in relation to muscle function 

• Identify fast and slow twitch fibres and their relationship to physical performance types 

• Critically evaluate training programs designed to improve performance 

• Analyse mental skills strategies used pre, during and post performance to manage stress, 
motivation, concentration, arousal levels and self-confidence 

Sports undertaken in depth will be selected from a range of individual, paired and team sports 
including tennis, netball, volleyball, golf, hockey, soccer and badminton. 

Course Assessment –  
Practical & Investigation    = 30% 

Assignments & class work = 70% 

Tests & Examinations -Yes 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to – This course will be useful for any 
student wishing to gain an ATAR score to enter university and 
could help with professions such as sports science, 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, medicine, sports 
management to name just a few. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions Maximum of $30 (if any occur) 
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Year 12 - PHYSICS (Units 3&4)- ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  
A grade of `C' or above in Physics Units 1 & 2 ATAR  

Course Description – 
The Physics ATAR course aims to develop students’: 

• appreciation of the wonder of physics and the 
significant contribution physics has made to 
contemporary society  

• understanding that diverse natural phenomena may be explained, analysed and predicted 
using concepts, models and theories that provide a reliable basis for action  

• understanding of the ways in which matter and energy interact in physical systems across a 
range of scales • understanding of the ways in which models and theories are refined and 
new models and theories are developed in physics; and how physics knowledge is used in 
a wide range of contexts and informs personal, local and global issues  

• investigative skills, including the design and conduct of investigations to explore 
phenomena and solve problems, the collection and analysis of qualitative and quantitative 
data, and the interpretation of evidence  

• ability to use accurate and precise measurement, valid and reliable evidence, and 
scepticism and intellectual rigour to evaluate claims  

• ability to communicate physics understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using 
appropriate representations, modes and genres. 

Organistaion 

Unit 3 – Gravity and electromagnetism  

Students investigate models of motion in gravitational, electric and magnetic fields to explain how 
forces act at a distance.  

 

Unit 4 – Revolutions in modern physics  

Students use the theory of electromagnetism to explain the production and propagation of 
electromagnetic waves and investigate how shortcomings in existing theories led to the 
development of the quantum theory of light and matter, the Special Theory of Relativity, and the 
Standard Model of particle physics.  

Additional information about this course –  
Physics allows for the possibility of many vocations some of which include Astronaut, Astronomer, 
Citizen, Doctor, Electrician, Engineer, Nurse, Physiotherapist, and Scientist.  
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Course Assessment –   
Science Inquiry  =  20% 
Tests  =  30% 
Examinations  =  50% 
 
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the course.  

Additional Costs –  
Excursions  $80 
Competitions  $20 
Calculator (HP30S – buy from school) $20  
 
Equivalent Calculator 
Functions –Scientific, non-programmable, solves linear & quadratic equations.  You cannot use classpads 
(from Mathematics) in Science classes, tests and examinations. 

Year 12 - POLITICS AND LAW (Units 3&4)- ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
A  C grade or better  in Politics and Law Units 1&2  

Course Description –  
You will start this course with concepts essential to the understanding of government and law in 
Australia, with a focus on the Australian Constitution and how power is used. In Semester Two the 
focus is on how government is made accountable for its use of power and the protection of rights 
and democratic principles. Two research Investigations will give you the opportunity to examine 
aspects of political and legal systems and develop skills in critical thinking, analytical reasoning 

and extended writing. 

Course Structure 

Unit 3- Political and Legal Power 

This unit examines the political and legal system established by the 
Commonwealth Constitution (Australia) and the power wielded within 
the system, making reference to particular political and legal 
developments and issues. We will be looking at the 1975 
Constitutional crisis that stopped a nation and other major 
developments in Constitutional change.  

 

Unit 4- Accountability and Rights. 

This unit examines avenues for, and the effectiveness 
of, accountability in relation to the three branches of 
government in Australia. We investigate the ways, and 
the extent to which, rights are protected, and 
democratic principles are upheld and/or undermined in 
Australia, and one other country, are also examined. 
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These include examples involving the Charter of Human Rights, intervention from international 
peace keeping organisations, and controversial policy making on our own shores. 

Course Assessment –  
Course Assessment is based on five categories of assessment: 

Investigation:  10% 

Short Answer: 15% 

Essays:  15%  

Source Analysis:  20% 

Examinations: 40% 

This course leads to –  

This course is fantastic for studying Law (in particular), Politics, Business and any other related 
Social Science subjects at University.  

Additional information about this course – 
Politics and Law provides you with the skills to be an active citizen and develops skills in critical 
thinking, analytical reasoning and writing skills necessary in a modern life and career. It gives 
students an understanding of the world, including knowledge of current affairs and an ability to 
think critically about government policies and political spin. 

Politics and Law will help prepare students wide range of career opportunities in business, law, 
media, the arts, science, education, engineering and government. 

Additional Costs –  
Potential Excursion Cost of $30 

Year 12 - PSYCHOLOGY (Units 3&4)ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  
A grade of `C' or above in Psychology Units 1 & 2 ATAR  

Course Description 
Students:  

• understand how human behaviour can be defined, and the relationship between the internal 
and external factors that influence how humans think, feel and act  

• understand the different theoretical approaches to the 
various areas or domains of psychology  

• understand psychology provides scientific explanations of 
behaviour with particular principles, procedures and 
approaches to data.  

http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/


112 

• develop and select questions and ideas or hypotheses and plan and conduct research to 
test these ideas in a reliable, valid and ethical way  

• collect, record, classify, quantify and process data and information in organised, logical and 
ethical ways  

• interpret and evaluate findings in relation to ideas or hypotheses being tested and reflect on 
the design of the research 

• use psychological knowledge and understandings to explain thoughts, feelings and 
behaviours  

• apply knowledge and understandings reflecting the values of the discipline of psychology  

• explore and interpret human behaviour in the everyday world using psychological theory 
and principles.  

• interpret information received and communicate feelings, thoughts and ideas with purpose, 
understanding and critical awareness  

• explain psychological understandings to a range of 
audiences for a range of purposes.  

Unit 3 -The functions of the lobes of the cerebral cortex and 
how messages are transmitted from the brain to the body. 

It explores how behaviour is influenced by learning and other 
factors, and the impact of others on individual behaviour. 
Students examine socialisation processes observed within 
families and how social background and gender can shape 
communication styles. Students expand on their knowledge 
of ethics in psychological research as they engage in 
detailed investigations.  

 

Unit 4 -The developmental and contemporary personality theories, and behaviours observed 
when individuals are examined in the social context.  

Students analyse the causes of conformity and obedience and gain an understanding of the 
factors that shape a sense of community. Students continue to develop their understanding and 
application of psychological research methods. 

Additional information about this course –  
Psychology allows for the possibility of many vocations some of which include Counsellor, Sports 
Psychologist, Therapist, Clinical Psychologist, Forensic Psychologist, Criminologist, Rehabilitation 
Therapist, Psychiatric Nursing, Military Psychologist and Teaching.  

Course Assessment –   
Investigation  =  15% 
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Response  =  30% 

Project  =  15% 

Examinations  =  40% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course.  

Additional Costs –  
Excursions  $100 

Competitions  $10 

Year 12 - VISUAL ART (Units 3&4)- ATAR 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Visual Arts Units 1&2 

Course Description –  
The focus for Unit 3 is commentaries.  It offers students opportunities to engage with the social, 
political and cultural purposes of art making and art interpretation. 

The focus for Unit 4 is points of view.  It provides students with the opportunity to identify and 
explore concepts or issues of personal significance in the presentation of a sustained, articulate 
and authentic body of work. 

In both units, students will undertake drawing and studio 
practice to develop awareness that each artist, including 
them, has his or her own particular way of expressing 
personal vision. 

Students will examine distinctly individualized styles and 
approaches by artists, for example representational, 
expressive, abstract, to both art making and art 
interpretation, and explore these modes in their own work. 

The use of visual language will also allow students greater 
understanding of how their own art can convey meaning. 

Use of a range of art forms and technologies such as 
drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, graphic design and 
digital art will be encouraged to allow students to explore, 
create and communicate their ideas.  The work will be 
presented both informally, and formally in an exhibition at 
the end of the year. 

Course Assessment –  
ATAR Visual Art has a greater theoretical component than General Visual Art and demands a high 
level of self-determination, personal organisation and individual research.  A sound academic 
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ability is essential for success and a high level of practical skills is an advantage.  The ATAR 
Visual Art is 50% Art Production and 50% Theory and there is an exam at the end of each unit. 

A detailed assessment statement will be given to students at the commencement of the program. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursion to Art Gallery of WA for Art History and Art Criticism - $20 
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Year 12 - CERTIFICATE II BUSINESS – VET (1 Year course) 

Note – If you successfully  completed this course in Year 11 – DO NOT select it for 
Year 12 – This is for students who HAVE NOT yet started this program in Year 11 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
If you enjoy supporting people in their work 
roles and are keen to liaise with the public 
then this certificate is for you.  

All business have an office and in today’s 
economic climate, many expect their 
employees to multitask. For example, the 
motor mechanic, hairdresser, and event manager, all must also be able to use  databases, order 
stock and invoice customers.  

Students will develop both written and oral communication skills, as well business software skills. 

No matter one’s career, these fundamental skills are imperative to being able to function in a 
digital world.  

Course Content- 
 
Unit Code Unit Name 

BSBWHS201 Contribute To Health And Safety Of Self And Others 

BSBSUS201 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices 

BSBCMM201 Communicate in the Workplace 

BSBCUS201 Deliver a Service to Customers 

BSBITU201 Produce Simple Word Processed Documents 

BSBIND201 Work Effectively in a Business Environment 

BSBITU202 Create and Use Spreadsheets 

BSBINM201 Process and Maintain Workplace Information 

BSBITU203 Communicate Electronically 
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Unit Code Unit Name 

BSBWOR202 Organise and Complete Daily Work Activities 

BSBWOR203 Work Effectively with Others 

BSBWOR204 Use Business Technology 

 

Course duration –This course will be completed over 1 year. 

Additional information about this course – 
This certificate is delivered using a model 
business where opportunities exist to perform ‘real’ 
tasks for ‘real’ employers.  

Students will develop both written and oral 
communication skills, as well as skills in business 
software applications.  

No matter one’s career, these fundamental skills are 
imperative to being able to function in a digital world.  

Successful completion gives students opportunity of completing Certificate 3 in Business or 
Financial  Services.  

Additional Costs –  
NO additional costs  

BSB20115 Certificate II in Business is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: YMCA RTO3979. Student Handbook and Parent Handbook can be 
downloaded from the website http://www.ymcaeducation.com/ 

 

Year 12 - CERTIFICATE III BUSINESS – VET  
 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  
Students can enter the course without completing the Certificate II Business in Year 11.  Some 
students who complete the Certificate II Business in Year 11 may not be capable of the Certificate 
III course. Students doing this course should also be studying ATAR English 

Course Content 
 
If you enjoy supporting people in their roles and want challenge and variety in your work  then this 
certificate is for you. 

http://www.ymcaeducation.com/
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This certificate suits the person who is keen undertake the challenge of an office management 
position or become an executive assistant.  

These challenging and diverse positions require excellent organizational, communication and 
software application skill set. Generally these positions  encompass a variety of duties and are 
demanding however, they are financially rewarding with many  paying between $70000 -$90000 
pa.  (Hays, 2013). 

Software applications may include, spreadsheets, databases and content management software 
as well as accounting software. 

Students will develop both written and oral communication skills, management skills and business 
software skills. 

No matter one’s career, these fundamental skills are imperative in a digital world and are also 
essential for those embarking on tertiary studies. 

 

Unit Code 

 

Unit Name 

BSBWH302A Apply knowledge of WHS legislation in the workplace 

BSBINM301 Organise workplace information 

BSBITU309 Produce desktop published docs 

BSBITU302 Create electronic presentations 

BSBINN301 Promote innovation in a team environment 

BSBITU306A Design and produce business documents 

BSBCMM301 Process Customer complaints 

BSBITU304 Spread sheets  

BSBWOR301 Organise personal work priorities and development 

BSBADM311A  Maintain Business resources 

BSBCUSB301 Deliver and monitor a service to customers 

BSBDIV301A Work Effectively with Diversity 

 

Course duration –1 year.  

Additional information about this course – See pathways diagram  …….. 
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Note:  
This certificate is delivered using a model business where opportunities exist to perform ‘real’ 
tasks for ‘real’ employers.  

Additional Costs – 
No additional costs 

BSB30115 Certificate III in Business” is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: YMCA RTO3979. Student Handbook and Parent Handbook can be 
downloaded from the website http://www.ymcaeducation.com/ 
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CERTIFICATE II  COMMUNITY SERVICES (CHILD CARE) – VET 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Previous study in a lower school - Caring for Children / Child 
Development course is desirable but not essential.  

Course Content- 
The Certificate II in Community Services will have a focus on 
Child Care.  The students will develop an understanding of 
working within the child care industry, organisations and related 
services. 

Students will study the importance of play, early education and 
the need for good nutrition for growth and physical development. 
This will be gained by completing a range of interesting practical, written and research activities. 

Visiting guest speakers and excursions to various venues (such as child care facilities, kindergartens and community 
services) will be incorporated into the course. These excursions are compulsory as they are part of the assessment. 

Students will also complete a Senior First Aid certificate as part of this course. 

CORE Units of Competency: 

CHCCOM001 Provide first point of contact  

CHCCOM005 Communicate and work in health or community services  

CHCDIV001 Work with diverse people  

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace health and safety  

BSBWOR202 Organise and complete daily work activities 

 

ELECTIVE Units of Competency: 

CHCECE011 Provide experiences to support children's play and learning  

HLTFSE006 Prepare foods suitable for a range of client groups 

FSKOCM07 Interact effectively with others at work 

HLTAID002 Provide basic emergency life support 

 

Course duration This course will be completed over 2 years. 

Additional information about this course – 
This course is an excellent preparation for those students who wish to be a part of the Child Care Industry, Early 
Childhood Education, Education Assistant, Nursing, Kindergarten and Primary School Education Assistant and 
Teaching. 

Additional Costs –  
There will be an extra cost for the outside assessor for the First Aid Certificate. 
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Certificate Course title – CHC20112 Community Services – Child Care Auspice Partnership 
Arrangements Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. Student Handbook and Parent 
Handbook can be downloaded from the website www.vetisconsulting.net.au 

YEAR 12 – CERTIFICATE III MEDIA- VET – COURSE CONTINUES FROM  YEAR 11 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Successful completion of Certificate II in Creative Industries (Media) 

Course Content- (Units highlighted in blue will have been completed in Year 11) 
Core Units: 

• CUSOHS301A:      Follow occupational health and safety 
procedures 

• BSBCRT301A:             Develop and Extend critical and 
creative thinking skills 

• CUFIND301B:              Work effectively in the screen and 
media industries 
 

Elective units: 
• CUFCAM201A:      Assist with a basic camera shoot 
• BSBDES201A:      Follow a design process 
• CUFPOS201A:      Perform basic vision and sound editing 
• CUFLGT101A:       Apply a general knowledge of lighting to work activities 
• CUFCAM301A:             Shoot material for screen productions 
• ICAU3126B:                  Use advanced features of computer applications 
• CUFDIG303A:               Produce and prepare photo images 
• CUVDIG201A:               Develop Digital Imaging skills 

 

Course duration – 
This course will be completed over 2 years. 

Additional information about this course – 
This qualification reflects the role of a skilled operator in the film, television, radio or digital media 
industries who applies a broad range of competencies in a varied work context, using some 
discretion and judgment and relevant theoretical knowledge. They may provide technical advice 
and support to a team. 

Employability Skill Industry/enterprise requirements for this qualification 
include: 

Communication • Interpreting and clarifying written or verbal instructions 
• Interpreting and applying information in user manuals for 

software applications 
• Writing copy that meets specific requirements 
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Teamwork • Seeking and responding to feedback on work in progress 
• Working as a member of a production team - both 

independently on assignment and under direction 
Problem-solving • Anticipating and dealing with minor equipment set-up and 

operational problems 
• Modifying graphic images and elements of web pages to 

achieve desired effect 
Initiative and enterprise • Generating a range of feasible ideas for visual designs within 

scope of job role 
• Obtaining information in a culturally appropriate way 
• Participating in quality improvement activities 

Planning and organising • Collecting and organizing information in a way that allows for 
easy retrieval 

• Planning work tasks in a logical sequence 
• Undertaking basic research into information to be used in 

written copy 
Self-management • Acting within the scope of job role 

• Following workplace procedures, particularly in relation to 
OHS 

• Producing work within deadlines 
• Seeking expert assistance when problems arise 

Learning • Keeping up to date with industry developments and trends 
• Improving writing skills through drafting and redrafting material 
• Reviewing design and creative reference material to improve 

understanding of visual communication principles 
• Identifying and taking advantage of opportunities for ongoing 

professional development 
 

Additional Costs –  
None 

 

CUF30107 Certificate III in Media is offered in partnership via auspicing with a registered 
organisation: Central Institute of TAFE. Student Handbook and Parent Handbook can be 
downloaded from https://central.wa.edu.au  

 

 

 

https://central.wa.edu.au/
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/


123 

YEAR 12 - CERTIFICATE II – DANCE – VET – COURSE CONTINUES FROM YEAR 11 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Students would have studied Certificate II Dance in 
Year 11 

Course Description –  
The compulsory units of competence that will be 
completed in this course are 

• CUAWHS201: Develop a basic level of physical 
conditioning for dance performance 

• CUAIND201: Develop and apply creative arts 
industry knowledge 

• CUADAN201: Develop basic dance techniques 

• CUAWHS101: Follow basic safe dance practices 

• CUADAN202: Incorporate artistic expression into basic dance performances 

• CUAPRF201: Prepare self for performances 

• BSBWOR203: Work effectively with others 

Elective units will come from a selection of the 
following: 

• CUADAN205: Perform basic 
contemporary dance techniques 

• CUADAN203: Perform basic jazz 
dance technique 

• CUADAN208: Perform basic street 
dance technique 

• CUADAN209: Perform basic cultural dance technique 
 

Course Duration–  
This course will be completed over 2 years 

Additional information about this course – 
A student successfully completing this course will develop their performance skills, improve their 
dance techniques across genres and work closely with others. They will have opportunities to 
develop choreography skills. This course would complement additional study towards employment 
in the fitness industry in areas such as personal training and aerobics instruction. 
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Additional Costs –  
Excursions: 

Nexus    $70 

Steps    $40 

School Performance $10 each for tickets for family/friends 

CUA20113 Certificate II in Dance Performance is offered in partnership via auspicing with 
registered organisation: Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. The student handbook can 
be downloaded from the website: www.vetisconsulting.net.au 

 

 
 

 

 

YEAR 12 -CERTIFICATE II MUSIC  –VET – COURSE CONTINUES FROM YEAR 11 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Students would have studied the Certificate II Music 
program in Year 11 

Course Content – Units in this course include 

Core Units 

• BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and safety 
of self and others 

• BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 
• CUAIND201 Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge 

Elective Units 

• CUAMPF201 Play or sing simple musical pieces 
• CUAMPF203 Develop ensemble skills for playing or singing music 
• CUASOU201 Develop basic audio skills and knowledge 
• CUASOU202 Perform basic sound editing 
• CUASOU203 Assist with sound recordings 

 Course duration – This course will be completed over two years. 

http://www.vetisconsulting.net.au/
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWHS201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWOR203
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUAIND201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUAMPF201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUAMPF203
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUASOU201
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUASOU202
http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUASOU203
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Additional information about this course – 
This course is suited to students who wish to develop the basic skills required to work in the music 
industry, particularly in a performance role. On completing the course, students will be able to 
rehearse and perform in solo or group situations and will be able to effectively create and edit a 
sound recording or digital composition using simple software and recording equipment.  

This course is a preparatory qualification that can be used as a pathway into Certificate III in 
Music. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs relating to this course 

“CUS 20109 Certificate II Music” is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: The College of Sound and Music Production RTO50392. Student Handbook 
and Parent Handbook can be downloaded from the website www.cosamp.com.au/ 

 

CERTIFICATE II  - SPORT AND REACREATION-VET – COURSE CONTINUES  FROM 
YEAR 11 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Students would have studied Certificate II Sport & Recreation in Year 11 

Course Description –  
This course will be completed over two years and 
includes the following units: 

Core units 

BSBWOR202 Organise and complete daily work 
activities 

HLTAID003 Provide First Aid 

SISXEMR001 Respond to emergency situations 

SISXIND001 Work effectively in sport, fitness and recreation industry environments 

SISXIND002   Maintain sport, fitness and recreation industry knowledge 

HLTWHS001  Participate in workplace health and safety  

SISXCAI002   Assist with activity sessions 

SISXCCS001 Provide quality service 

 

Elective units 
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SISXCAI001  Provide equipment for activities 

SISXFAC001           Maintain equipment for activities 

SISSSPT304A Tape ankle, thumb and fingers 

SISSSQU201A Teach the fundamental skills of squash  

SISSBSB201A Teach fundamental basketball skills 

Additional information about this course – 
This course may lead to vocational opportunities in coaching, 
umpiring, sports training, Physical Education teaching, study in Sports Science, sports 
administration, gym instructor or personal training. Personal attributes that would be developed 
include teamwork, leadership skills, personal fitness, development of physical skills, technique 
improvement and organisational skills. At the completion of this course students will receive a First 
Aid certificate and a Sports Taping certificate. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs relating to this course. 

SIS20115 Certificate II in Sport and Recreation is offered in partnership via auspicing with 
registered organisation: YMCA RTO3979. Student Handbook can be downloaded from the 
website www.ymca.org.au 

 

CERTIFICATE II TOURISM - VET – COURSE CONTINUES FROM YEAR 11 
  

Pre-requisites required for this course :  

This course can only be studied in Year 12 if you have commenced the course in Year 11. 

Course Content-  
Compulsory Units  

SITTIND201 Source and use 
information on the Tourism and travel 
Industry  

SITXCCS202 Interact with customers  

SITCOM201 Show social and cultural 
sensitivity  

SITXWHS Follow safe work practices  

http://www.ymca.org.au/
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Elective Units  
SITHFAB204 Prepare and serve espresso coffee  

SITXFSA101 Use hygienic practices for food safety  

SITXCCS201 Provide visitor information  

SITXCOM202 Provide a briefing or scripted commentary  

BSBITU201A Produce simple word processed documents  

BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 

BSBWOR204 Use business technology  

Course duration –This course will be completed over 2years.  

Additional information about this course –  
Successful completion gives students 11 units of competency within Tourism and Travel, Event 
Management, Hospitality and Business pathways.  

Additional Costs –  
Additional costs include transport to and from tourist sites and may include entry fees.  

SIT20112 - Certificate II in Tourism is offered in partnership via auspicing with registered 
organisation: Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. Student Handbook and Parent 
Handbook can be downloaded from the website www.vetisconsulting.net.au  

 

CERTIFICATE III in VISUAL ARTS– TECHNICAL DRAWING – COURSE CONTINUES 
FROM YEAR 11 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Successful completion of Certificate II in Visual Arts- Technical Drawing. 

Course Content- 
It is preferred that Students will be continuing this subject 
from Year Eleven. However, students who are first year 
enrolments will be able to achieve a VET Certificate of 
Attainment. There is an opportunity for new enrolments 
who have completed Technical Drawing in year Ten and 
achieved an A or B grade to achieve Certificate II after 
completing extra work as required.  
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This course can only be successfully completed if students have already attained the Certificate II 
from the previous year. Previous successfully completed units are an integral part of the Certificate 
III course and are essential for successful completion. Students who have not completed the 
Certificate II course or only parts of it will be given the opportunity to complete their Certificate II. 
This VET course is planned to prepare students for one of the many design and drafting areas 
through an appreciation of design and graphics, developing and encouraging personal 
creativeness which can be applied to their work.  

Please note that Units in italics were attempted in the Certificate II course. 

CORE Units of Competency: 

BSBOHS201   Contribute to health and safety of self and others  

CUVACD201   Develop drawing skills to communicate ideas 

CUVPRP301   Produce creative work 

CUVRES301   Apply knowledge of history and theory to own arts practice 

ELECTIVE Units of Competency:  

MEM09002B   Interpret Technical Drawing 

BSBDES201   Follow a Design process 

CUAACD302   Produce Computer Aided drawings 

CUCUAACD303   Produce Technical Drawings 

MEM09009C   Create 2D drawings using computer aided design system 

BSBWOR203  Work effectively with others 

MEM16008A   Interact with computing technologies 

CUAPPR302   Document the creative work process 

 

Course duration This course will be completed in 1 year subject to pre-requisites. 

Additional information about this course – 
This course will provide students with the skills 
needed to interpret technical drawings, prepare 
engineering drawings and architectural drawings. 
The goals of the course are to prepare students 
for future employment in Drawing based 
disciplines including Architecture, Engineering, 
and Building. Major course components include 

Drawing Techniques, Design Practice, Production of Computer Aided drawings, using CAD to 
create and display 3D models. This course provides students with a great opportunity to learn 
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computer programmes that are Industry Standard in a wide range of fields including Architecture, 
Engineering, Interior and Exterior Design and students will gain experience in the use of programs 
such as ACAD, INVENTOR, REVIT, as well as paper drafting skills. Whilst these fields share a 
common link through digital technology, this course also includes the use of traditional non-digital 
design media. 

Additional Costs –  
There are nil additional costs for this unit. 

CUA31115 Certificate III Visual Arts (Technical Drawing) is offered in partnership via 
auspicing with registered organisation: : Vetis Consulting Services RTO52499. The student 
handbook can be downloaded from the website: www.vetisconsulting.net.au 

 

Year 12 – DRAMA (Units 3&4)– GENERAL  

Pre-requisites required for this course -  
It is expected that students choosing to study DRAMA - GENERAL in Year 12 have studied 
DRAMA - GENERAL in Year 11. If students have not studied Drama in Year 11, they should seek 
advice before enrolling in this subject. It is recommended that students have studied at least two 
units of Drama over Years 9 and 10 and achieved good results. 

Course Description –  
Drama is a varied and vibrant art form found in play, storytelling, theatre, film and television. 
Drama entertains, communicates and challenges. 

The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair. In Unit 3, 
representational and realistic drama forms and styles are covered.  Techniques of 
characterisation, particularly Stanislavski are examined.  The emphasis is on interpreting scripted 
work in the roles of actor and director. In Unit 4, presentational or non-realist drama is studied. 
Students study texts and approaches that challenged conventions, particularly those based on the 
work of Brecht and others. 

In both units a range of design roles (such as lighting, costume and sound) are also explored. 

Course Assessment -  
55% Performance/Production 

30% Response 

15% Externally set task 
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NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional information about this course -  
Drama offers and enjoyable grounding in the eight key employability skills which are valued in the 
workplace including: 

• Communication 
• Team work as well as an ability to work independently 
• Problem solving 
• Initiative and enterprise 
• Planning and organising 
• Self-management 
• Learning 
• Technology skills 

 

Many personal attributes are developed particularly well in the Drama environment such as: 

Commitment, enthusiasm, positive self-esteem, sense of humour, ability to deal with pressure, 
motivation and adaptability. 

Additional Costs –  
Students need to attend a range of professional theatre performances outside school hours. 
Tickets range from $18 to $70. Students will need to see at least one professional theatre 
production but more are encouraged. 

Year 12 – ENGLISH (Units 3&4) – GENERAL  
 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in English (Units 1&2) - 
General 

Course Description –  

Course Description –  
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units 
which are delivered as a pair. The notional 
time for the pair of units is 110 class contact 
hours. 

Unit 3 

Unit 3 focuses on exploring different perspectives presented in a range of texts and contexts. 
Students: 
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• Explore attitudes, text structures and language features to understand a text’s meaning and 
purpose  

• Examine relationships between context, purpose and audience in different language modes 
and types of texts, and their impact on meaning  

• Consider how perspectives and values are presented in texts to influence specific audiences  

• Develop and justify their own interpretations when responding to texts  

• Learn how to communicate logically, persuasively and imaginatively in different contexts, for 
different purposes, using a variety of types of texts.  

Unit 4 

Unit 4 focuses on community, local or global issues and ideas presented in texts and on 
developing students’ reasoned responses to them. Students:  

• Explore how ideas, attitudes and values are presented by synthesising information from a 
range of sources to develop independent perspectives  

• Analyse the ways in which authors influence and position audiences  

• Investigate differing perspectives and develop reasoned responses to these in a range of text 
forms for a  variety of audiences  

• Construct and clearly express coherent, logical and sustained arguments and demonstrate an 
understanding of purpose, audience and context  

• Consider intended purpose and audience response when creating their own persuasive, 
analytical, imaginative, and interpretive texts.  

Course assessment 
Type of assessment Weighting 

Responding 

Students respond to a variety of written, spoken, digital and 
multimodal texts. 

Students can respond in a range of text forms, including fiction 
and non‐fiction, media texts, multimodal and digital texts. 

40% 

Creating 

Students create imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts 
in a range of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

Students can create a range of text forms, including fiction and 
non‐fiction, media texts, multimodal and digital texts. 

45% 
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Externally set task 

A written task or item or set of items of one hour duration 
developed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
and administered by the school. 

15% 

 
NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

This course leads to  
TAFE/Employment 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs.  

Year 12 - FOOD, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (Units 3&4) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Food Science Technology (Units 1&2) - General 

Course Description –  
In the Food Science and Technology General 
course, students develop their interests and 
skills through the design, production and 
management of food-related tasks. They 
develop knowledge of the various properties of 
food and apply these in practical situations, as 
well as their problem-solving abilities and 
decision-making skills. The students will work 
individually as well as in small production 
teams.  

Unit 3 – Food science   

This unit explores the societal, lifestyle and economic issues that influence food choices and 
investigate a range of diet-related health conditions that affect individuals and families. Students 
develop technology and communication skills to design food products. They will follow 
occupational safety and health requirements, implement safe food handling practices and use a 
variety of foods and processing techniques to produce safe, quality food products. 

Unit 4 – The undercover story 

Students investigate food processing techniques and the principles of food preservation. They 
examine the regulations which determine the way food is packaged, labelled and stored and how 
the principles of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) system are administered and 
implemented to guide the production and provision of safe food.  
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Students investigate the food supply and value-adding techniques applied to food to meet 
consumer and producer requirements. They will examine influences on the nutritional wellbeing of 
individuals that arise from lifestyle and cultural traditions. Students will adapt recipes and 
processing techniques when designing and preparing food for the specific nutritional needs of 
various cultural groups. 

There is no set homework as the assessment tasks (both practical and written components) are 
completed in class time throughout the year and there are no exams in this course. 

Course Assessment –  
Investigation 30%  

Production 40% 

Response 15% 

Externally set task 15% 

NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional information about this course – 
This course gives students opportunities to develop a wide range of practical skills when 
producing various recipes which will always be valuable throughout life. 

The Food Science and Technology General course enables students to connect with further 
education, training and employment pathways and enhances employability and career 
opportunities in areas that include nutrition, health, food and beverage manufacturing, food 
processing, community services, hospitality, and retail. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs.  

Year 12– INTEGRATED SCIENCE (Units 3&4) – GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course-  
Nil.  

Course Description – 
Science is a dynamic, collaborative human 
activity that uses distinctive ways of valuing, 
thinking and working to understand natural 
phenomena. Science is based on people’s 
aspirations and motivations to follow their 
curiosity and wonder about the physical, 
biological and technological world. Scientific 
knowledge represents the constructions made 
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by people endeavouring to explain their observations of the world around them. Scientific 
explanations are built in different ways as people pursue intuitive and imaginative ideas, respond 
in a rational way to hunches, guesses and chance events, challenge attitudes of the time, and 
generate a range of solutions to problems, building on existing scientific knowledge. As a result of 
these endeavours, people can use their scientific understandings with confidence in their daily 
lives. Because scientific explanations are open to scrutiny, scientific knowledge may be tentative 
and is continually refined in the light of new evidence. The Integrated Science General course is a 
course grounded in the belief that science is, in essence, a practical activity. From this stems the 
view that conceptual understandings in science derive from a need to find solutions to real 
problems in the first instance. The inquiring scientist may then take these understandings and 
apply them in a new context, often quite removed from their original field. This course seeks to 
reflect this creative element of science as inquiry. It should involve students in research that 
develops a variety of skills, including the use of appropriate technology, an array of diverse 
methods of investigation, and a sense of the practical application of the domain. It emphasises 
formulating and testing hypotheses and the critical importance of evidence in forming conclusions. 
This course enables them to investigate science issues in the context of the world around them, 
and encourages student collaboration and cooperation with community members employed in 
scientific pursuits. It requires them to be creative, intellectually honest, to evaluate arguments with 
scepticism, and to conduct their investigations in ways that are ethical, fair and respectful of 
others. The Integrated Science General course is inclusive and aims to be attractive to students 
with a wide variety of backgrounds, interests and career aspirations. 

Unit 3 Biological and Earth systems 

• interrelationships between Earth systems    

• structure and function of biological systems  

• ecosystems and sustainability  

• species continuity and change.  

Unit 4 Physical and chemical systems 

• chemical reactions  

• mixtures and solutions  

• motion and forces  

• energy 

Course Assessment –   
Science Inquiry  = 40%  

Extended Response = 30%  

Tests = 15%  

Externally Set Task = 15% 
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Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional Costs –  
Excursions  $80 

Year 12 - MATHEMATICS ESSENTIAL  (Units 3 & 4) - GENERAL 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Mathematics Essential Units 1 and 2 

Course Description  
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair.  

Unit 3 

This unit includes the following four topics: 

• Measurement 

• Scales, plans and models 

• Graphs in practical situations 

• Data collection 

Unit 4 

This unit includes the following three topics: 

• Probability and relative frequencies 

• Earth geometry and time zones 

• Loans and compound interest 

Organisation of content 

Unit 3 provides students with the mathematical skills and understanding to solve problems related 
to measurement, scales, plans and models, drawing and interpreting graphs and data collection. 
Teachers are advised to apply the content of all topics in contexts which are meaningful and of 
interest to the students. Possible contexts for this unit are Construction and design, and Medicine. 

Unit 4 provides students with the mathematical skills and understanding to solve problems related 
to probability, earth geometry and time zones, loans and compound interest. Teachers are advised 
to apply the content of all topics in contexts which are meaningful and of interest to the students. 
Possible contexts for this unit are Finance, and Travel. However these contexts may not be 
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relevant for all students and teachers are encouraged to find a suitable context that will make the 
mathematical topics of this unit relevant for their particular student cohort.  

Course Assessment –   
Response 40% 

Practical applications 45% 

Externally set task 15% 

 

NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional information about this course – 
Include additional information about this course including the following- 

Vocational opportunities, personal attributes that would be developed etc. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs for this unit 

Year 12 – MATERIALS DESIGN TECHNOLOGY (WOOD) Units 3&4  – GENERAL 
 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
Nil 

Course Description –  
This is a Stage Two course in 
Materials Design and Technology. 
Wood Design is an excellent 
introduction to developing 
valuable skills for personal 
development or pursuing a trade 
qualification.  This is a practical 

course where students work with wood in the design 
and manufacture of products. The course provides 
opportunity for students to experience practical and 
functional furniture making with creative and useful 
outcomes.  The knowledge, skills and tasks in the 
course can be used for leisure time activities or in 
planning a career working with wood and furniture.  Wood Design students achieve functional 
outcomes which stimulate students in design, ingenuity of construction; pride of achievement and 
the knowledge and application of the correct use of tools, machines and materials. In order to do 
these well, students research and test materials and use strategies to develop innovative and 
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creative ideas. They apply skills of management in planning and implementing a process, at the 
same time as they manipulate tools and machines to produce high-quality products. The student 
will be required to design and manufacture a personal project during second semester. 

Course Assessment –  
Design (Practical portfolio) = 25% 

Production (Practical) = 50% 

Response (Written) = 10% 

Externally Set Task – 15% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at 
the commencement of the course. 

NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional information about this course – 
Further education, training and employment opportunities within this industry are greatly enhanced 
for students completing this course.  Opportunities may include apprenticeships, traineeships, 
scholarships, credit entry to State Trading Providers (TAFEWA), University entry and a range of 
direct employment options for example cabinet maker; finisher and shop fitter. 

Additional Costs –  
Students are expected to complete a Personal Project during second semester. Cost of structural 
materials will need to be covered by the student. 

Year 12 – OUTDOOR EDUCATION (Units 3&4) – GENERAL  

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Outdoor Education Units 1 & 2 

This course is about Outdoor Experiences, Self and 
Others, Expedition skills, planning and environmental 
awareness 

Due to surfing being offered, students must pass a 
swim test, the swim test may include; 

• A timed 400m swim 

• A timed run-swim-run 

• A timed treading water component 

Course Description –  
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Unit 3 

The focus of this unit is being responsible in the 
outdoors. In this unit students are exposed to the 
broad range of responsibilities involved in undertaking 
short duration expeditions. They explore the 
responsibilities involved in planning related to selecting 
appropriate resources, establishing a risk management 
process and enhancing their abilities to respond to an 
emergency.                    
 

Unit 4 

The focus for this unit is attaining independence in the outdoors. Students further their 
performance and competence at increasing levels of self-sufficiency, technical understanding and 
physical fitness to deal with a range of challenges. They are involved in planning for participation 
in extended expeditions. They become more proficient in outdoor activity roping and navigational 
skills. They are able to conduct emergency response processes. 

Unit Learning Context 

Activities may include, but are not limited to: 

• Surfing 

• Mountain Biking  

• Camping  

• Archery 

• roping, climbing, abseiling 

• bushwalking 

 

Course Assessment –  
Practical     50%    

Theory & written assignments 50% 

Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional information about this course – 
Excursion/Expedition 
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To establish optimal teaching, learning and assessment situations for this unit, it is compulsory 
that students participate in at least one single day excursion and a minimum of an overnight 
expedition in a natural environment. 

Additional Costs –  
There will be a camp as part of the course offered and the 
chance to do a one day excursion to practice snorkelling skills 
learnt. 

Camp maximum cost $120     

Day Excursion maximum cost $ 70 

Year 12 – PSYCHOLOGY (Unit 3&4)- GENERAL  

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
A minimum of a ‘C’ grade achieved in Psychology General Units 1 and 2  

Course Description –  
Are you interested in the way that we think? The way that we feel? Or even 
the way that we behave? If so, Psychology is the course for you. It aims to 
answer important questions such as what motivates people and what factors 
influence their development. Psychological knowledge helps us understand 
factors relating to individuals such as the way we think, biological influences 
and personality. Think about your peers out in the school yard – how many 
different groups could you identify? Do they share certain characteristics 
that bind them together? Psychological knowledge helps us understand the 

way individuals form groups, function within groups and interact with other groups. This consists of 
knowledge associated with socialisation, moral development, the formation of attitudes and how 
people relate and communicate. On a larger scale, psychological knowledge can be applied to 
society as a whole, helping students to understand how individuals function within different 
contexts and how this is influenced by culture, shaping people's values, attitudes and beliefs. 
Students will be involved in the exploration and analysis of data to illustrate how scientific research 
methods are used to examine phenomena such as intelligence and personality.  

Unit 3 
The focus for this semester is on understanding ourselves, and the way that we interact with 
others.  Students will build on their understanding of personality from Unit 1 and look further to 
consider how personality testing is used in different settings; from understanding performance, to a 
predictor of success in the field of employment.  This unit has a strong emphasis on our 
relationships with others and students will look at the keys to forming strong relationships and build 
conflict resolution skills.  Unit 3 will also provide students with an opportunity to understand 
features of the mind to support them in their studies, considering memory and strategies for 
improving the retrieval of information. This unit really allows students to focus on how to improve 
and enhance human understanding and learning, a useful tool for many, as they are readying to 
leave high school! 

Unit 4 
This semester students are presented with the opportunity to explore the inner workings of our 
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brain.  They will explore case studies that allow them to understand the role of different parts of 
the brain in how our mind works.  They will then have the chance to look at the modern methods of 
understanding the operation of our brains such as EEGs, CAT scans and fMRIs.  Students will 
delve beyond the brain to explore the other factors that influence our development and how we 
grow into adults.  They will then have the opportunity to consider the roles that they play into 
society and consider the things that influence both their behaviour, and that of others.  Students 
will have the opportunity to consider some of the big issues in society today and build awareness 
of both their own role in society and how they can help to combat such issues.  This unit allows 
students to consider the world that they live in and helps to build key skills to make positive 
choices in their lives after school. 

Course Assessment –  
Investigation   - 25% 
Response   - 40% 
Project   - 20% 
Externally set task  - 15% 
 
NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students 
at the commencement of the course. 

Additional information about this course – 
This General (non-ATAR) Psychology course is a fantastic 
subject in which to explore the nature of human behaviour, 
thinking and relationships. It is extremely useful in gaining 
insight into how people operate as individuals, within group 
situations and as a part of society as a whole. This course is 
great for students studying a non-ATAR pathway who want a 
challenge in their final year of high school without the 
pressures of external examinations.  Their studies of 
Psychology will also have an emphasis on the scientific 
method and how to conduct scientific research, assisting 
students to build valuable skills to allow them to critically 
review information and consider evidence presented to them in all aspects of their lives. The 
classes will develop skills in a discussion based, engaging and interesting environment. The study 
of psychology is highly relevant to further studies in health professions, education, human 
resources, social sciences, sales, media and marketing, and aims to provide a better 
understanding of human behaviour and the means to enhance quality of life.  

Additional Costs –  
Potential excursion costs of up to $90. 
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Year 12 – VISUAL ART (Unit 3&4) - GENERAL  
 

Pre-requisites required for this course- 
C grade or better in Visual Art (Unit 1&2) General, Year 11 

Course Description –  
The focus for Unit 3 is inspirations.  Students become aware that artists gain inspiration and 
generate ideas from diverse sources. 

The focus for Unit 4 is investigations.  
Students investigate a variety of selected 
artists’ work to further develop their 
understanding of the creative process. 

This course provides opportunities for students 
to develop ideas through problem solving and 
research to arrive at a finished product of high 
quality and personal relevance.  Students work 
in co-operation with others and as individuals 
on projects that express contemporary 
concerns.  Design processes are used in 
development of student’s original ideas. 

Use of a range of art forms and technologies such as drawing, painting, sculpture, textiles, 
ceramics, graphic design and digital art will be encouraged to allow students to explore, create 
and communicate their ideas. 

Course Assessment –  
This course is highly recommended for those students who have an interest in the Visual Arts but 
are not in a position to endure the academic rigours of the Art ATAR Courses.  It provides valuable 
opportunities for self expression and creativity that could lead towards productive leisure time 
pursuits, employment possibilities or entry into State Trading Providers (TAFEWA).  The General 
Art course is 65% practical and 20% theory and a 15% EST. 

NOTE: This course will not have an external examination, however, students will be 
required to sit an externally set task (50 minutes duration). Note - The EST is a compulsory 
assessment subject to the same attendance requirements as Senior School Exams. 

Additional Costs –  
There are no additional costs for this course. 
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WORKPLACE LEARNING (ADWPL) CAREER & ENTERPRISE PROGRAM  

–ENDORSED & GENERAL 

 
NOTE: This course is ONLY suitable for students who are completing a NON-ATAR 
pathway as work placement is completed during the examination period.  

 

Pre-requisites required for this course: 
There is no minimum entry requirement for this program; however an interview may be requested 
for some work placements.  

Program Description      
This program is highly recommended for those students  
who are focused on gaining first hand experience in the 
workforce.  
 

By successfully completing this program, students will be 
credited with: 

•  1 Career and Enterprise (CAE) Unit 
•  2 Workplace Learning (ADWPL) Units 

 
The Career & Enterprise Unit prepares students for 
their work placements and future career decisions by 
studying the following topics: 

• Work Related Decision Making 
•  Entrepreneurial behaviours - Risk Taking / 

Initiative and Work Success 
• Occupational Health & Safety and Satisfying Workplaces 
• Career Development and Management 
• Gaining and keeping work 

 

 The Workplace Learning Units provides a valuable opportunity for students to explore career 
pathways by choosing to undertake practical and relevant work experience in an industry of their 
choice. It provides students with the knowledge, workplace skills and attitudes valued within work 
environments, as a preparation for employment.  Specific technical skills and knowledge learnt 
during formal education help students gain and keep employment.  These skills are vital to all 
forms of employment in today’s world. 

These units provide ongoing opportunities for Workplace Learning.  Students prepare for, and 
are placed in a suitable workplace.  WPL is completed in two x two week blocks throughout 
the year in an industry area of interest to the student.  

During their work placements, students are given an opportunity to develop generic work related 
skills that are transferable and vital to all forms of employment. These skills are often referred to 
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as “employability skills” and are relevant for everyone seeking work. Employability skills are 
developed over the life time of an individual and are valued in education, training, employment and 
participation in the community. 

Students may be offered part-time work opportunities, full-time or school based apprenticeships 
and traineeships after successful work placements, thus offering an excellent networking 
opportunity for students. 

Program Assessment 

Career & Enterprise 

Completion requirements  
To pass this unit of Career & Enterprise, students must complete the following 4 assignments: 

 Investigate different learning styles. Prepare an oral presentation sharing the findings.  

 Use decision-making steps for a problem that you have identified in a workplace with which 
you are familiar and use a SWOT as the model for making a decision. 

 Participate in a mock personal job interview using a SAO technique to respond to the 
questions.  

 Create or update your career portfolio. 

This unit is graded A - E at the end of the year. 
 
Note – A detailed assessment statement will be provided to students at the commencement of the 
course. 

This course leads to- Career & Enterprise in Year 12 

 

Workplace Learning 

Completion requirements  
To achieve one unit of workplace learning students must 
have: 

• completed a total of 55 hours in the workplace  
• maintained a logbook documenting workplace attendance and tasks undertaken 
• complete a Workplace Learning Skills Journal. 
 

Additional information about this program –  
This program allows students to experience different workplaces, assisting them to make informed 
career decisions. These decisions are important as students move from school to further 
education, training, employment and participation in the community. 
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Some examples of work placements include electrical, plumbing and gas fitting, carpentry and 
joinery, hospitality, automotive, metals and engineering, child care, hairdressing, IT, animal care, 
teacher assistant, retail and health services.  

Additional Costs   
No additional costs. 

 

Note: A White Card is required if students are attending a construction workplace (This may be 
completed as part of an external training provider course or on-line). 
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Duncraig SHS - Senior School Success Made Simple! 

Success need not be complicated! Keep it simple – Use this simple tick box to work out your plan. 

Section 1 – Must Do section. You should do all of this stuff all of the time. Can you tick them all off? 

Item Check 
box 

Life Study Planner 
This is the single most important thing you can do to be successful!  Have a Life/ Study Plan and stick to it as best you 
can. Plan to work hard but plan to play hard as well! Academic life is about a balance between the hard work and 
commitment to study and the other things such as family, friends, sport and hobbies that keep our heads in a good 
space! Sticking to a plan will help you stay motivated (see useful links below) 

ATAR students – You need to be doing at least 2.5 – 3 hours – 5 times per week 

Non ATAR students – You need to be doing about 1 hour per night – 5 times per week 

Get the homework out of the way first – these are the practice sets, assignments, essays etc. When this is done – get 
the study done. Revision Course books are great  
Useful links 
How to set up a Life/ Study planner (see us in administration if you need a copy of the large wall planner) 
How to get and stay motivated 
Listen to our past students tell you about their life experiences and hints for a successful life – see the Archive for 
Breakfast Club Speakers podcasts 

Hand in every piece of assessment on time and to the best of your ability. Not a lot more to say really. If you are 
not doing them then you are not serious about success!  

Complete a PMI (or a Good, Bad & The Ugly) for every major test that you do.  
Take a few minutes to go through each major assessment task and analyse it – What went well? What did not go well 
and what are you going to do about it? Do not let bad history repeat itself. 
Useful links 
Download an electronic version of a PMI from the SSBB  
Test and Exam Preparation – Look at your assessment weightings for your courses and you will know in many cases 
tests and exams are worth the majority of your marks. You need to be good at them. Here is how …… 

• Work through a trial test if you have one (see WACE revision books) – correct the test very carefully and use
this information to focus your study. 

• Trial Exam papers – the best way to improve your exams is to practice. Get copies of past papers where
possible and work through them under exam conditions where possible (just do the sections in the 
recommended times) 

Useful links 
SCSA – Past WACE Examinations (Stage 2/3) 

Your teacher is your best resource 
Your teacher is often one of the most under-utilized resources in your academic life. They are content experts and 
they have also been students like you !  
If you are struggling with a problem that cannot be solved quickly – then make time to sort it out with your teacher. 
Most teachers will be happy to see you during breaks or at homework club. 
Let them know that you appreciate their help – a little bit of thanks goes a long way! 

Check out the Senior School Bulletin Board (SSBB) 
You must refer to this website frequently to check out “all things Senior School”. Copies of letters, FlexiTime 
Schedules, Senior School Calendar, Exam timetables, Revision Courses …….. it is all here! 
If you do not check this out regularly you will miss out on valuable information.  

Useful links 
Take me to the SSBB! 

http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/Downloads/Downloads2013/SchoolProgram/How%20am%20I%20going%20to%20manage%20the%20work%20load%20in%20Senior%20School_Year%2011%20version.pdf
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/Downloads/FactSheets_Help/Motivation%20Tips.pdf
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/breakfastclub.htm
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/breakfastclub.htm
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/downloads/support/PMI%20Assessment%20debriefing_online.pdf
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/Publications/Past_WACE_Examinations
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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Section 2 – Should do section – You should do most of this stuff – Most of the time!  Can you check off most of 
these? 

Item Check 
box 

Homework Club 
Monday and Tuesday, 3.00 – 4.30 
You can find a teacher from most Learning Areas at the homework club.  
Go to HW club for the right reasons – to get help and support. It is not a time to simply catch up with mates! 

 

Revision Courses (School Based) 
These are run once a year for Year 11 ATAR students- 2 hour sessions before the Semester 2 exams and twice 
a year for Year 12 ATAR students – 2 hours per course prior to the Semester 1 exams and weekend revision 
courses prior to the Semester 2 (Mock WACE) exams. 
Always advertised at the SSBB 
Useful links 
SSBB – check out under the Year 11 or 12 section 
  

 
 
 

 

Check out the Tertiary Reminders every month on the SSBB 
The Tertiary Reminders is published monthly to  the SSBB. This document contains information from all the  
Universities, TAFE and other potential employers/ trainers such as the Police and ADF with regards to  
scholarship opportunities, career nights, information sessions and so much more. 
Useful links 
SSBB – check out under the Year 11 or 12 section 
 

 
 

 

 

Section 3 – Could do section – You could do this if you needed to! If the circumstances call for it – take action! Can 
you tick off some of these? 

Item Check 
box 

Check out the ELES (Enhanced Learning Educational Services)-  Study Skills Handbook 
Check out this site for hints and tips on how to study effectively. See useful links. Username = forduncraigonly, 
password = 72results 
Useful links 
ELES Website 
 

 

 

Check out the Senior School Coordinator (Formerly Dean of Studies) page for all sorts of information relating 
to University, TAFE entry, Study hints, Scholarships etc. Can be found as a link of the SSBB 
Useful links 
Senior School Coordinators Page 

 

 
Looking for study and support ideas – Check out these links at the Senior School Coordinators page 
Study Tools Examinations 
Study Tools (General) – How to improve test results, stress management, study sites such as Studentbox 
(Curtin University) and so much more. 
Revision Courses for WACE 
Study Guides and Past Papers 
 

 
 

 

Looking for Traineeship, part time or other work opportunities? 
Check out the SSBB – Vocation Section 
  

 

Do you have some more ideas or opinions. Submit them here. 

Owen Goyder – Associate Principal – Senior School 

http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/DOS.htm
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/DOS.htm%23Exams
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/DOS.htm%23Study_General
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/DOS.htm%23Revision
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/DOS.htm%23Guides
http://www.goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/index.htm%23Vocational
http://form.jotform.co/form/42511518126851
http://goyder.net.au/DuncraigSHS/SeniorSchool/
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